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Figure 4. Pennsylvania spring and fall wild turkey harvests, 1975-2012.  Data are from annual Game-

Take surveys.  No 2004 data available.  

Spring Harvest 

Fall Harvest 



Table 2. Pennsylvania fall turkey hunting season lengths, by Wildlife Management Units (WMU), 2003 - 2012.  

 

 Fall turkey hunting season length (weeksa) 

WMU 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

1A  3  3  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

1B  2  2  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

2A  3  3  3  3  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

2B  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

2C  3  2  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

2D  3  3  3  3  3  3  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

2E  3  2  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

2F  3  3  3  3  2  2  2  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

2G  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

3A  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

3B  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

3C  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

3D  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

4A  3  2  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

4B  3  2  2  2  2  2  2  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

4C  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

4D  3  2  2  2  3  3  3  2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 2 & 3 days 

4E  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 3 & 3 days 

5A  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  3 days 3 days 3 days 

5B  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 0 0 

5C  1  1  6 days  6 days  6 days  6 days  4 days  0 0 0 

5D  1  1  6 days  6 days  6 days  6 days  4 days 0 0   0 
a 6-day week (no Sunday hunting) 

 

 

 

 



Table 3. Trends in Pennsylvania spring turkey harvest density (turkeys harvested per square mile), by WMU.  1995 – 2008 data were 

determined from reported harvests corrected for reporting rates.  From 2009 to present harvest densities were determined from Game-Take 

Survey data due to changes in reporting rates, which made annual comparisons invalid using reported harvests.  Beginning 2006 hunters 

could harvest second spring turkey with appropriate license.  Data include only first harvests for comparison with previous years. 

WMU 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
a
 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

1A 1.57 1.33 1.31 1.26 1.46 1.69 1.88 1.47 1.52 1.31 0.97 0.87 1.14 1.18 1.11 1.23 0.84 1.23 

1B 0.86 0.95 1.19 1.11 1.28 1.63 1.72 1.49 1.43 1.40 0.96 1.04 1.44 1.37 1.51 1.19 1.09 0.59 

2A 1.71 1.50 1.44 1.36 1.62 1.83 2.01 1.47 1.59 1.44 1.10 1.43 0.89 1.22 1.77 0.72 1.38 1.25 

2B 1.72 1.51 1.45 1.36 1.63 1.84 2.01 1.47 1.59 1.46 1.25 1.32 0.98 1.07 1.14 0.70 0.88 0.83 

2C 0.75 0.70 0.74 0.75 0.78 0.87 1.05 0.81 0.72 0.73 0.65 0.74 0.74 0.68 0.53 0.70 0.63 0.80 

2D 1.56 1.09 1.00 1.06 1.12 1.34 1.59 1.36 1.34 1.61 1.02 1.08 0.96 1.23 1.60 0.88 1.21 1.00 

2E 0.73 0.67 0.70 0.72 0.75 0.84 1.02 0.79 0.71 0.77 0.60 0.87 0.23 0.74 0.77 0.41 0.88 0.99 

2F 0.74 0.51 0.48 0.51 0.56 0.72 0.89 0.77 0.79 0.80 0.56 0.66 0.67 0.55 0.60 0.54 0.75 0.71 

2G 0.61 0.48 0.46 0.49 0.58 0.67 0.82 0.72 0.76 0.56 0.40 0.56 0.53 0.64 0.59 0.40 0.46 0.61 

3A 0.73 0.63 0.60 0.64 0.77 0.79 0.95 0.87 0.92 0.80 0.64 1.32 0.76 0.93 0.97 1.10 0.91 0.97 

3B 0.81 0.76 0.71 0.75 0.91 0.91 1.07 0.98 1.05 0.94 0.63 0.98 0.93 1.11 1.34 0.97 0.65 0.70 

3C 0.76 0.79 0.74 0.71 0.86 0.96 1.11 0.92 1.07 1.04 0.78 1.06 0.88 1.23 1.31 0.81 1.19 1.26 

3D 0.76 0.80 0.75 0.70 0.86 0.98 1.12 0.92 1.08 0.92 0.79 0.96 1.09 1.02 1.11 0.56 0.58 0.36 

4A 0.56 0.55 0.53 0.50 0.60 0.67 0.71 0.64 0.73 0.59 0.66 1.09 0.82 0.89 1.06 0.70 0.59 0.66 

4B 0.56 0.56 0.53 0.50 0.61 0.67 0.71 0.64 0.74 0.78 0.83 1.26 0.84 1.05 0.92 0.82 0.49 0.64 

4C 0.86 0.96 0.87 0.97 1.17 1.41 1.35 1.14 1.33 1.45 1.31 1.32 1.42 1.40 1.23 0.72 0.79 1.19 

4D 0.59 0.57 0.55 0.53 0.62 0.70 0.76 0.67 0.73 0.60 0.47 0.51 0.76 0.75 0.85 0.95 0.71 0.62 

4E 0.87 0.98 0.88 1.00 1.21 1.46 1.35 1.16 1.35 1.34 1.21 1.04 1.43 1.49 1.51 1.21 0.98 1.12 

5A 0.35 0.37 0.26 0.22 0.26 0.31 0.47 0.36 0.41 0.39 0.33 0.31 0.59 0.42 0.22 0.34 0.33 0.26 

5B 0.16 0.20 0.16 0.17 0.17 0.24 0.28 0.25 0.28 0.20 0.21 0.11 0.17 0.28 0.18 0.09 0.25 0.29 

5C 0.50 0.59 0.58 0.55 0.62 0.78 0.86 0.81 0.78 0.76 0.74 0.39 0.35 0.57 0.36 0.44 0.43 0.26 

5D 0.32 0.39 0.36 0.35 0.39 0.50 0.56 0.53 0.52 0.15 0.10 0.07 0.09 0.07 0.23 0.03 0.05 0.04 

State  

Average 0.81 0.74 0.72 0.72 0.83 0.97 1.09 0.91 0.96 0.91 0.72 0.84 0.80 0.90 0.94 0.70 0.73 0.74 

a In 2003 Turkey Management Areas (TMA) were changed to Wildlife Management Units (WMU). Data prior to 2003 were 

collected by TMA and converted to WMU. 

 



Table 4. Average number of wild turkeys observed during daylight hours per 1,000 miles driven, by WMU, June – August, 1995 – 2012. 

Surveys conducted from vehicles by Wildlife Conservation Officers.  

 

WMU 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
a
 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

1A 30.7 16.8 18.4 38.0 39.3 52.0 45.6 39.8 35.5 70.5 28.8 37.6 18.2 12.4 16.3 14.1 11.1 11.4 

1B 70.6 39.3 36.8 43.9 67.9 39.4 41.8 45.4 35.4 34.1 41.6 37.2 30.7 46.5 32.3 33.7 29.2 17.6 

2A 35.7 51.6 37.9 47.8 74.5 140.3 58.8 54.3 47.6 46.2 28.7 37.9 40.0 23.5 27.2 46.5 46.6 34.9 

2B 7.1 11.8 8.4 11.7 9.5 9.0 8.8 68.1 59.5 90.0 18.8 31.7 24.9 16.4 16.7 7.8 35.0 14.8 

2C 10.7 12.8 3.8 10.9 19.1 16.1 21.9 16.9 8.4 9.3 11.7 17.1 16.9 15.9 15.5 18.7 18.0 22.9 

2D 18.7 9.8 16.0 16.3 24.1 26.4 11.6 28.2 21.2 19.3 11.3 13.0 11.7 8.9 12.9 13.7 13.9 13.2 

2E 18.3 2.4 9.3 9.0 29.8 47.5 42.6 29.0 20.0 24.0 12.8 32.4 44.5 18.1 45.1 26.5 17.3 26.5 

2F 29.5 20.5 18.8 39.3 63.9 20.5 50.7 34.3 21.6 20.4 21.1 24.4 24.3 37.0 30.7 34.8 24.4 31.5 

2G 30.2 18.8 18.4 24.6 31.7 54.7 60.2 40.2 21.8 21.2 23.0 32.0 40.5 23.3 32.9 26.3 18.3 17.1 

3A 41.4 29.2 29.1 13.3 30.4 25.8 45.7 56.9 25.7 25.9 68.8 66.7 71.0 40.8 27.7 42.4 30.3 36.6 

3B 21.8 5.7 19.7 19.4 21.3 17.1 21.9 19.0 16.4 13.9 11.8 19.2 20.7 39.1 25.7 21.8 24.7 12.7 

3C 37.4 16.5 34.4 24.3 52.6 22.1 37.4 31.1 24.9 27.3 65.4 67.5 77.5 44.3 40.6 34.0 24.6 21.8 

3D 23.2 11.7 17.2 24.7 44.7 25.6 39.3 77.8 24.9 27.6 38.2 36.1 31.2 35.1 27.9 35.6 16.9 13.9 

4A 29.7 23.1 32.8 23.6 28.0 39.0 45.6 37.5 10.8 60.7 38.4 29.2 57.1 39.0 37.3 22.1 20.5 13.1 

4B 14.7 9.1 4.2 4.5 15.1 44.2 39.4 30.9 7.3 20.0 5.3 9.6 11.8 5.8 2.5 3.6 14.1 8.9 

4C 8.6 13.5 23.7 8.7 12.7 8.8 8.1 15.5 10.9 13.0 9.6 11.7 7.5 16.1 19.6 16.8 16.2 14.1 

4D 13.1 8.8 3.8 9.3 7.4 18.1 11.3 17.8 10.5 12.8 16.1 13.0 19.9 33.8 17.7 16.6 14.8 22.7 

4E 4.1 10.5 8.9 18.7 17.9 10.5 12.9 20.1 14.3 22.2 20.0 25.3 23.1 36.9 29.8 17.2 17.7 14.4 

5A 8.0 3.9 0.0 2.7 2.4 0.9 5.5 9.3 1.5 1.9 4.8 3.2 3.0 5.1 1.5 4.7 6.3 2.8 

5B 5.5 10.9 5.0 2.2 6.1 3.7 5.6 6.2 2.5 5.9 2.8 2.8 1.7 2.8 7.4 2.7 4.0 5.1 

5C 5.8 10.9 11.0 9.8 11.9 49.6 16.6 9.4 9.8 6.0 10.4 7.7 5.5 2.1 2.0 5.7 4.6 3.1 

5D 1.4 2.0 0.1 0.0 0.6 1.8 2.3 7.3 19.7 3.3 0.7 0.0 9.5 8.2 1.2 2.1 2.4 0.4 

State Average 22.4 16.4 16.5 19.1 28.1 30.3 29.4 31.1 19.2 22.9 20.3 24.7 25.3 24.0 21.6 20.8 18.3 16.3 

a In 2003 TMA were changed to WMU.  Data prior to 2003 were collected by TMA and converted to WMU. 

 



 

 

 100,000  

 150,000  

 200,000  

 250,000  

 300,000  

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 

P
o
p
u
la

ti
o
n

 

Year 

State population 

average since restoration complete 

Figure 5.  Pennsylvania estimated wild turkey spring population, 2000-2012, (solid line) from actual 

spring harvest rates of 27.5% for juvenile males and 37.6% for adult gobblers with harvest estimates  

from annual Game Take survey data. Dashed line is the average statewide population since population  

restoration has been completed, 2006.  
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Figure 6.  Number of spring and fall Pennsylvania turkey hunters, 1978-2012.  No hunter participation 

available for  2004 

Fall Turkey  Hunters 

Spring Turkey Hunters 



Table 5. Spring turkey hunter success rates (%) by WMU in Pennsylvania, 1995 – 2012.  1995 – 2008 data were determined from reported 

harvests corrected for reporting rates.  From 2009 to present harvest densities were determined from Game-Take Survey data due to changes 

in reporting rates, which made annual comparisons invalid using reported harvests.  

WMU 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
a
 2005

b
 2006

c
 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

1A 24.5 21.4 19.4 17.2 17.0 21.9 20.6 18.6 29.5 15.2 16.5 15.9 29.6 18.4 20.9 15.0 30.9 

1B 17.5 21.4 17.7 16.2 14.3 24.2 19.3 22.1 27.3 15.1 26.9 21.0 26.9 23.5 19.7 17.7 11.5 

2A 29.1 26.3 24.5 16.7 17.6 22.8 19.0 15.8 28.7 15.5 17.4 18.8 29.6 34.9 14.1 24.8 30.5 

2B 29.2 26.4 24.6 16.7 17.6 22.8 19.0 15.8 23.2 20.9 19.0 20.8 14.5 16.4 9.1 13.5 11.3 

2C 12.9 12.8 12.7 24.2 15.5 21.0 26.5 21.2 14.3 12.4 15.3 14.1 16.8 12.2 16.6 15.1 20.0 

2D 19.1 13.8 12.4 19.2 17.0 18.4 27.3 25.1 19.7 14.9 14.8 12.9 23.4 23.8 14.0 19.4 19.1 

2E 12.4 12.1 12.1 23.9 15.2 20.2 27.0 21.3 10.3 8.7 9.3 14.5 15.1 12.1 7.5 17.0 20.2 

2F 11.1 8.3 7.7 16.2 12.2 14.4 29.2 20.7 13.1 10.5 9.5 13.3 12.4 11.7 11.8 15.8 16.0 

2G 9.6 8.3 8.2 14.1 13.1 14.1 26.6 16.8 12.3 7.3 8.6 11.5 13.1 13.5 7.6    9.8 12.4 

3A 10.7 9.6 10.3 14.0 17.6 15.0 26.7 16.4 12.9 9.1 11.6 13.5 18.0 16.1 16.2 12.5 18.8 

3B 12.0 11.2 12.2 15.4 22.0 16.9 29.1 17.5 14.5 10.0 15.5 14.6 18.3 21.1 16.4 10.2 11.5 

3C 14.9 15.7 14.0 27.0 29.5 22.1 48.5 28.7 18.7 13.8 22.8 21.2 19.0 28.5 12.8 18.5 19.5 

3D 15.5 16.6 14.3 30.6 31.0 23.3 53.0 31.6 19.2 17.9 17.0 17.8 23.2 21.1 12.5 12.7 8.2 

4A 11.6 10.4 11.6 7.7 7.4 10.2 7.3 10.5 12.9 13.7 12.7 12.6 16.6 17.0 11.8 10.2 12.3 

4B 11.7 10.5 11.7 7.7 7.5 10.3 7.4 10.6 11.6 9.7 13.0 14.6 17.9 13.2 12.6    8.1 10.9 

4C 16.9 17.0 16.4 28.5 28.8 29.1 39.5 23.7 20.0 15.2 17.9 15.6 18.9 17.2 12.1 11.8 16.0 

4D 11.6 10.6 11.5 9.3 8.4 11.6 9.2 11.9 11.2 8.9 12.0 13.5 13.2 15.2 16.6 12.8 10.9 

4E 16.7 16.5 16.5 24.9 25.0 28.1 31.0 21.1 21.6 18.2 22.9 22.2 24.8 26.3 17.9 18.9 18.6 

5A 10.9 12.2 8.8 9.8 9.1 8.3 9.6 10.3 23.7 14.3 17.0 17.1 12.8 8.9 13.1 13.4 8.1 

5B 18.8 20.5 16.2 17.0 17.3 25.9 29.9 25.4 26.3 30.6 36.5 32.7 23.6 23.4 7.7 22.6  24.2 

5C 25.7 27.6 25.2 20.2 20.1 26.0 28.6 24.8 23.4 21.0 19.9 21.6 16.8 13.0 13.6 16.7 7.8 

5D 25.7 27.4 24.4 18.7 18.7 26.3 27.6 24.5 N/A 16.9 33.9 60.8 12.6 65.6 7.7 55.9 6.6 

State 

Average 15.3 14.2 14.0 16.8 15.9 18.9 21.4 18.8 17.7 13.2 15.4 15.9 18.7 18.6 11.8 14.7 15.5 
a In 2003 Turkey Management Areas (TMA) were changed to Wildlife Management Units. Data prior to 2003 were collected by 

TMA and converted to WMU.  
b No hunter participation data available for 2004. 
c 2006 – present, does not include special turkey license (second spring tag). 



Table 7. Fall turkey hunter success rates (%) by WMU in Pennsylvania, 1995 – 2011.  1995 – 2008 data were determined from reported 

harvests corrected for reporting rates.  From 2009 to present harvest densities were determined from Game-Take Survey data due to changes 

in reporting rates, which made annual comparisons invalid using reported harvests. No hunter participation data available for 2004. 

WMU 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
a
 2005 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

1A 27.2 19.8 18.3 21.0 18.7 28.8 16.4 22.7 20.3 14.6 14.6 13.5 14.2 34.3 22.5 8.8 8.1 

1B 20.2 22.9 14.1 20.1 15.8 22.0 20.6 22.7 16.3 17.1 17.1 20.6 22.4 23.6 26.5 17.4 10.2 

2A 30.9 19.6 20.4 20.5 19.2 31.0 13.3 19.4 19.1 15.2 15.2 12.2 14.1 17.2 13.2 16.9 8.1 

2B 31.0 19.7 20.5 20.5 19.2 31.1 13.3 19.4 17.5 20.4 20.4 12.7 13.9 14.0 14.7 4.7 14.6 

2C 19.5 13.7 12.3 30.4 18.7 19.3 26.5 18.1 13.9 11.6 11.6 12.6 14.3 14.2 14.2 6.8 10.7 

2D 22.4 17.2 16.4 21.9 18.9 26.7 23.4 29.2 14.8 14.0 14.0 10.8 14.6 19.0 12.3 9.0 17.5 

2E 18.8 13.0 11.9 29.2 18.1 18.9 26.9 18.0 9.8 8.6 8.6 11.5 10.4 21.2 13.3 11.4 12.4 

2F 13.6 7.9 9.6 17.3 13.2 17.3 26.6 18.4 12.2 9.6 9.6 6.6 10.9 12.1 8.7 8.8 4.0 

2G 12.9 6.6 8.8 14.3 12.8 14.7 27.6 15.2 10.3 10.1 10.1 8.4 15.9 12.5 9.9 7.6 9.3 

3A 14.3 7.6 9.7 13.1 15.2 14.5 32.2 16.2 10.0 13.9 13.9 7.5 21.2 20.0 5.1 13.1 9.5 

3B 15.4 8.7 11.0 13.3 18.1 14.9 36.9 17.1 10.1 11.5 11.5 11.6 12.2 13.1 13.0 9.2 8.5 

3C 16.2 10.0 13.3 19.3 24.0 16.9 46.7 18.3 12.6 14.1 14.1 16.0 19.0 11.9 32.3 13.0 7.2 

3D 16.4 10.4 13.9 21.3 25.7 17.5 49.0 18.7 14.0 12.6 12.6 13.4 19.7 17.2 8.2 14.4 11.1 

4A 11.8 8.0 10.7 8.3 7.0 14.3 10.5 9.9 10.6 11.7 11.7 16.6 14.8 13.0 17.2 10.8 12.3 

4B 11.8 8.1 10.7 8.4 7.0 14.4 10.5 9.9 9.1 9.7 9.7 12.9 12.8 10.6 6.7 10.3 6.8 

4C 17.3 16.5 18.1 23.7 30.8 21.5 43.7 21.0 13.2 11.7 11.7 13.2 19.3 14.9 6.3 8.1 9.0 

4D 12.9 8.7 10.8 10.0 8.2 14.9 12.3 11.0 9.0 10.7 10.7 14.6 16.1 18.1 9.6 7.4 11.6 

4E 16.9 16.7 18.3 21.3 25.6 21.1 35.0 19.9 15.1 15.2 15.2 15.9 20.5 23.1 21.3 8.4 10.3 

5A 9.6 5.2 5.9 7.0 7.9 12.6 7.8 9.1 Closed Unk
b 

9.9 

5B 17.9 19.8 16.2 17.6 13.0 40.8 13.8 11.2 Closed 

5C 22.5 19.1 18.9 19.9 21.2 27.0 21.7 12.0 11.7 12.1 12.1 12.5 17.5 18.8 7.5 Closed 

5D 24.6 22.3 21.1 19.3 18.3 32.2 17.4 10.8 19.1 12.1 4.6 51.1 4.1 24.1 0.0 Closed 

State Total 16.5 11.7 12.7 16.8 15.2 19.5 21.0 17.2 12.8 4.6 12.3 12.1 15.6 16.0 13.4 11.0 9.9 
a In 2003 Turkey Management Areas (TMA) were changed to Wildlife Management Units. Data prior to 2003 were collected by 

TMA and converted to WMU. 

 b Unknown 
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Figure 7.  Pennsylvania turkey hunting related shooting incident rates (incidents per 100,000 turkey hunters), 

spring and fall, 1983-2012.  Flourescent orange requirements began Fall 1992.  Hunter participation not 

available for 2004; 2003 data used. 


