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M I D D L E  C R E E K  W I L D L I F E  M A N A G E M E N T  A R E A  



Self-Directed Curriculum Kits 

• Connect With Wildlife 
Students compare and identify twelve different Pennsylvania mammals using their pelts and 
wildlife background information. 

• Decoy Detective 
Students use the decoys to learn about waterfowl identification and divide birds into a diver 
or puddle duck classification.  

• Feet Are Neat 
Students explain the role of bird feet in bird survival and compare and contrast bird feet ad-
aptations.  

• Let’s Wing It 
Students compare and identify the different types of flight feathers that make up a bird’s 
wing.   

• Scatology 
Students create fake animal scat and learn to identify an animal by its droppings.  

• Skull King 
Students infer from a skull what classification and niche the animal inhabits. 

• The Nose Knows 
Students identify different food smells and will compare the ability to distinguish different 
smells to animals using their sense of smell to find mates, offspring and food. 

• Wildlife Tracks 
Students use a variety of methods to observe, identify, collect and document tracks of differ-
ent common wildlife species in Pennsylvania.   

 



Background: 

See PA Songbirds lesson plan Feet Are Neat (attached) 

Objective: 

Students will explain the role of bird feet in bird survival.  Students will compare and contrast bird 
feet adaptations.  

Materials Needed: 

• Box of dried bird feet (with ID key)  
• Paper plates 
• Feet Are Neat worksheets 

FEET ARE NEAT -  Teacher’s Page 
from PA Songbirds curriculum 

Activities: 

See the “Procedure” section of the PA Songbirds lesson plan Feet Are Neat (attached). 
 
Additional procedure to those included in PA Songbirds: 
 
4. After discussing the ways that birds can use their feet, break students into small groups (3 -5).  

The teacher puts 3-4 different types of feet on a paper plate for each group.  Using the Feet Are 
Neat worksheets, the group can randomly decide which of the feet they will identify as A, B, C or 
D.  Give the groups 10-12 minutes to look at their feet and complete their chart, identifying what 
type of foot each matches (climber, grasper, percher, etc.).  They may also try to guess what 
type of bird each foot came from.  After students are done,  the teacher can choose different 
feet from each plate and have the students stand up and talk about their bird’s feet.  Using the 
key card, the teacher should help correct any incorrect answers. 
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