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Meet Brian Collett
There is a new face here at Middle Creek, as well as a new voice on the other end of the phone. Some say, Brian Collett is the “new Al.” However, Brian has his own story to write! A transplant from the buckeye state, Brian
was born and raised in Millersburg, Ohio. In addition to several years as a
health and physical education teacher Brian has been a lifelong outdoorsman. Enjoying hunting, fishing, hiking and camping throughout Ohio
and numerous other states. He also worked as a guide and wrangler for a
hunting outfitter in Colorado.
A recent addition to the Middle Creek staff, Brian is putting his experience
as an educator and time spent afield to work as an Environmental Education Specialist. The ability to teach and work in the outdoors, as well as
public interaction and helping others to build their interests in the environment and outdoors got Brian interested in the job.
This will be Brian’s first snow goose season working at the Visitors Center,
and he looks forward to the spectacle of large numbers of snow geese arriving that he has enjoyed for many years as well as interacting with the seemingly equal numbers of humans that arrive to observe the snow geese.
Additionally, Brian will be
helping to manage the daily
operations of the visitor center
as well as the special hunts and
other activities taking place
throughout the year at Middle
Creek. Learning the system of
drawing applicants and assigning blinds for Middle Creek’s
waterfowl hunting season is
something he looks forward to
better understanding, as it is a
complex system. Plus getting
to talk to the hunters, whether
successful or unsuccessful,
who come to the Visitors Center to check out at the end of
their hunts.
Brian and his wife Lindsey
along with his two stepsons
reside in Lititz, Pennsylvania.
Join us in welcoming him!
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What’s New?
Hopes of cooler temperatures (and
some rain!) are constant as we look
back of numerous dry days in the upper 80s and 90s while looking at the
skies for migrants and heading to the
field for the hunt. Here at Middle
Creek, so much is seasonal that there
is of course always something to look
forward to, as well as sometimes
needing a break from. We have many
events coming up, although less than
the peak of public events over the
summer. At the same time, children
are back in school and school groups
will be flooding back to Middle Creek.
With the turnover in the scenery of
Middle Creek, we also have some new
faces as well as some employees that
have moved onto other things.
Watch the leaves begin to fall and
enjoy this issue of Middle Creek in
Motion!

2022 Summer Interns: Here Today, Gone Tomorrow
The summer season always seems to go by quickly,
especially if you’re working outdoors on diverse
projects all summer. For Emily Ferraro and Nick
Minnich, their summer has been no exception to
this phenomenon.
Emily recalled the diversity of activities she worked
with all year, particularly with wetlands. Goose
banding, duck banding, assisting with drawdowns
of the main lake and smaller impoundments, monitoring the nesting structures, etc.
Nick, on the other hand, emphasized Middle
Creek’s habitat and how he contributed to it, such
as removing invasive species, what was utilizing the
habitat, and of course, working hands-on with wildlife. The only thing that was unexpected was that
he did not think he would enjoy the education and
outreach as much as he did. Working events like
the Lebanon Area Fair showed him how many
Nick Minnich and Emily Ferraro attending Pennsylvania’s first Native
young people quickly pick up conservation educa- Species Day in Harrisburg in June
tion and how they recognize the potential problems and think about potential solutions.
Emily added that it was cool to teach the public and to see their excitement when they learned about something they
didn’t know, such as Middle Creek being the Game Commission’s only public visitors center. Being able to teach both
hunters and non-hunters about wildlife was very rewarding. This emphasized how the Game Commission can make
such an impact to all people of the Commonwealth, not just those who hunt.
Nick and Emily both agreed that working in grasslands was also an eye opener for them. How agriculture can have
pros and cons for grassland birds and the complex management considerations that need to be taken into consideration when managing for grassland birds, many of which are in decline. Many species can be found at Middle Creek
due to the quality and quantity off the grasslands here.
Lastly, our two interns discussed their future plans. To be an intern, one must be enrolled in higher education, so both
Nick and Emily will be returning to school shortly. For Emily, she is looking towards potentially attending graduate
school after she finishes her undergraduate education as well as continuing to build her resume helping with other
projects where she can. “Interning at Middle Creek validated to me that I want to work a field job and not be behind a
desk”. I liked working with wildlife; working in habitat. Working for the Game Commission and eventually being a
Land Manager would for sure be something I would want to do.” Nick added.
Reading the Summer 2022 Middle Creek in Motion newsletter, they both discussed their backgrounds and what they
were looking forward to at Middle Creek, and they both got to accomplish those interests and goals. Emily in particular got to spend plenty of time working with grassland birds and getting in the muck of Middle Creek’s wetlands!

Middle Creek’s 50th Anniversary Winning Patch Design
Earlier this year, we held a public contest to solicit designs for our 50th Anniversary collectable patch, as well as a decal sticker.
While the patch will be available for purchase, the decal is free when
completing the “50 Things to do at Middle Creek” contest (more on this in
the next newsletter).
We received a total of 30 submissions from around the state. It’s amazing
how many talented artists are inspired by wildlife! The Middle Creek 50th
Anniversary Committee met in Harrisburg and looked over all the designs
on one big table. Even the Executive Director, Bryan Burhans, gave his
two cents as to what the winning design would be (he predicted correctly)! During that selection process, we settled on about six final designs,
then got it down to three. In the beginning of the process, we decided we
wanted native wildlife to be featured that was representative of Middle
Creek and/or its habitat. After debating about the snow goose, one of
Middle Creek’s most iconic birds, and whether it should be featured, or if
we should choose other wildlife that utilizes Middle Creek, but isn’t as
popular, we eventually settled on the snow goose design as it would be a
popular patch for visitors. Out of the three final designs, one featured
snow geese, but we submitted all three remaining designs to the patch
company to get their input on what would be easy for them to produce and have the least complexity for them to be able to make
look good, visually. They suggested minor edits for two designs and the third they said they would not be able to replicate properly. In other words, some designs were literally too good that a 4-inch patch would not do the design justice. Sometimes when
shrunk down and made of stitching, it looks too “busy.” The final artists were contacted to get approval to make minor edits to
their designs to better transition to a patch. Ethan Beck, of Lansdale, PA, was the final winner. He will be recognized at the 2023
Wildlife Art Show.
Thank you to all of those who took their time to submit their wonderful designs. We wish we could have made a whole series of
patches! All 30 designs that were submitted will be displayed in the Visitors Center for the duration of 2023 for all to admire!

Onward and Upward for the Local Land Manager
Most of you know the land manager here at Middle Creek that also manages habitat on Game Lands in Lancaster and Chester
counties, Steve Ferreri. Well, Steve has recently accepted the Land Management Supervisor position in the Southeast Region
office. But fret not, Steve will still be a common face around Middle Creek, he will just now oversee all the habitat work occurring
on Game Lands across the region.
Steve started as Land Manager here at Middle Creek in 2019 after graduating from the Ross
Leffler School of Conservation in Harrisburg in April of 2018. He was previously the GIS specialist in the Southeast Region for 8 years after graduating from the Pennsylvania State University with a wildlife degree in 2009.
Steve said he is the most excited about being able to collaborate with others across the
region to implement and improve habitat but recognizes the challenges of overseeing a
larger scale of game lands, numbers of wildlife, and supervising additional employees.
Regardless, some important work here at Middle Creek will continue such as seasonal drawdowns, grassland bird management,
and creation of new wetland impoundments.

Editor’s note: a HUGE thank you to all who offered their photographs for this newsletter. There were many submissions
and far too little space!
Red-tailed hawks are often one’s first encounter with a large raptor. Even when populations
of most raptors dipped in the late 1970s due
to DDT and other factors, the adaptable redtailed hawk seemed to be the least affected
and were commonly seen while others still
remained threatened or endangered. Today,
they still face threats, but are increasingly
common sights in Pennsylvania even over the
winter months. While some raptors prefer
open fields or closed-canopy forests, the retail finds the patchiness of Middle Creek’s habitat to be just what it needs.
Photo by Joe Endy
Follow the leader! Middle Creek often has big deer
on the landscape. This is due to the quality habitat
available with populations being kept in check due
to proper hunting management. However, the
hunting opportunities are limited in the controlled
areas. As the hunting season progresses, more deer
find their way into areas where they can escape
hunters. The controlled deer hunts in December
are the final of Middle Creek’s controlled hunts and
are often in an area where many deer have moved
into. In the absence of large predators, hunters are
the best way to ensure a healthy heard and habitat.
Photo by Sally Copeland
No, this great blue heron isn’t trying to
use a mallard nest tube to lay its eggs, it
was just trying to get a better view of the
fish below it! Middle Creek always has lots
of herons present, and sometimes the
water drawdowns attract even more as
small fish have become more concentrated in shallow water. Great blues are often
skittish around people and are hard to
observe closely, although when they flee,
they often don’t go far. If you kayak on a
river, you will likely keep seeing the same
one as you keep chasing it downstream.
Photo by Kathleen Harrison

The Wildlife Art Show Returns After Two Years
Middle Creek’s 35th Wildlife Art Show returned after being gone for two years due to COVID in 2020 and construction
of the Conservation Heritage Museum in 2021! This year had a lot happen to celebrate. We had over 2,000 visitors
attend the three-day event where nearly 30 artists showcased and sold their art. Our artist of the year, Sheree Daugherty, donated an original artwork to us to raffle off. At the end of the weekend, we had raised over $1,200 for the art,
which was donated to Wildlands Conservancy. Wildlands Conservancy helped to acquire acreage to protect Segloch
Run , which they then donated to the Pennsylvania Game Commission, which naturally became part of Middle Creek,
otherwise known as State Game Lands 046. The winner of the artwork, Mike Squierdo, was quite happy to get the
phone call about winning, as anyone would be. Next year’s raffle has yet to be announced. With all of that in mind, we
look forward to next year’s art show and returning to a treasured annual event, which will be August 4-6, 2023, our
36th art show (not counting the two missed years)!

Waterfowl Happenings at Middle Creek
While a lot of people think of football, pumpkins, and apple spice around this time of year, biologists at Middle Creek
are thinking about another fall occurrence, migrating waterfowl. Whether it is through waterfowl banding efforts,
habitat manipulation or preparation for the upcoming hunting season, waterfowl is always on the mind at Middle
Creek. You might remember reading previous articles on drawdowns on the water impoundments and also about winter duck banding. Staff at Middle Creek also band ducks in the “pre-season”, or before the duck hunting season that
starts in Pennsylvania in October. While on the surface, waterfowl banding just looks like a fun activity to handle
ducks, it actually is an important tool to help biologists track migration patterns, population trends, and hunting harvests rates. Despite duck hunting season starting in the October, inside Middle Creek’s controlled area, waterfowl
hunting starts in November, and follows the Atlantic Population Goose hunting season dates which runs over Thanksgiving week, after Christmas, and for most of January. For more information on Middle Creek’s waterfowl hunting opportunities, visit Middle Creek’s website or email us at gooseblindmc@pa.gov.

Scouts in Action!
On the side of Kleinfeltersville/Hopeland Rd south of the Visitors Center, the Horse-Shoe Trail intersects with the Middle Creek Trail. If you’ve been on either, you’ve probably had the displeasure of that very saturated intersection. The
Horse-Shoe Trail is a multi-use trail that runs about 140 miles from Valley Forge to the Appalachian Trail north of Hershey. This trail intersection really gets hit by all the user groups of Middle Creek, as it is the only trail you can partake
in so many forms of recreation including hiking, horseback riding, and mountain biking.
Keegen D., a scout from Troop 142, was looking for potential Eagle Scout projects that would improve an area of Middle Creek. He found this particularly “soggy” intersection to be one where he could improve the trail while reducing
erosion and making sure water seeps can still flow without impacting the trail, which widened over time.
The flow was improved under the Horse-Shoe Trail using a culvert pipe and a boardwalk was built along the Middle
Creek Trail. A native wildflower mix and stone was later added to ensure bank stabilization. Thanks to everyone who
assisted with this project!

Keegen and fellow scouts taking a break after digging
the main diversion terrace.
Before (left) and after (right) of the Middle Creek Trail
(top) and the Horse-Shoe Trail (bottom)

Upcoming Events at Middle Creek
September 22, 2022—December 2022
September 25th: National Hunting and Fishing Day
A one-stop shop for all of those who enjoy spending time in the Great Outdoors! Over 30 vendors plus live demonstrations,
talks, and a food truck. This annual event brings together local and national organizations, educators, and even live animal ambassadors where people of all ages can learn something new and spend the day outside. Even take the kids fishing with programs put on by the PA Fish & Boat Commission! This event is free and open to the public! (see next page).
October 1st at 12 pm: Native Seed Collection
Learn to ID native wildflowers and grasses then how and when the best time to collect their seeds. How to prepare them for
store them and prepare them for planting. Also, how to choose plant/seeds for a variety of sites. Attendees will be able to go
home with some native seeds for use in their own gardens and additional seeds collected will be used for habitat restoration
by the Pennsylvania Game Commission.
October 12th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Common Terns: Not so Common
Common Terns are small waterbirds that breed throughout the Northern Hemisphere in both coastal and inland regions. Even
though inland regions appear to be the historic stronghold for Common Terns in North American, progressive population declines in recent decades have led to losses of nearly 70% in some inland areas. These birds are protected under state endangered species legislation in all Great Lakes states. Once extirpated from Pennsylvania, a very small number of birds recently
returned to breed at Presque Isle on Lake Erie. This presentation discusses the plight of Common Terns across their inland
range, detailing threats and possible approaches for restoration and management.
November 5th at 10 am: Introduction to Outdoor Survival
This program will include a basic introduction to outdoor survival topics such as gathering wild foods, how to filter water for
drinking, staying warm in an emergency & shelter building, what essentials to pack, and much more! When exploring the outdoors, always be prepared for an emergency situation or getting lost, especially during the colder months!
November 9th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Pennsylvania Black Bears
Black bears are an iconic Pennsylvania wildlife species that have inspired Pennsylvanians for centuries. In the 20th century, like
many North American wildlife species, the American black bear was extirpated from the majority of its historical range in the
lower 48 of the continental US including in PA; however, the Pennsylvania Game Commission recovery efforts that began in
the 1970s and 1980s helped recover black bears in PA to the numbers we see today. Currently black bear populations have
recovered successfully in PA and many other regions of the US, and bear managers now face a different task of teaching the
public how to coexist with their wild neighbors. This talk will cover the basic biology of black bears here in Pennsylvania including denning behavior and other life history events. I will also cover black bear – human conflict, and how mitigate bear conflict
on one’s property.
December 10th at 9:30 am: Winter Tree Identification
Join us on a hike along the Conservation Trail to identify the unique and interesting plants, both the good and the bad, that
grow at Middle Creek and learn about their role in the ecosystem. You will also learn what plants can be grown at your home
for the benefit of native wildlife and for conservation. Each plant often has a unique history and use for humans and many other wildlife species including mammals, insects, and birds.

Upcoming Events at Middle Creek
September 22, 2022—December 2022
December 14th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Hunting the West: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly
Have you ever wanted to plan a western big game hunt, but didn’t know where to start? This lecture will discuss what you
need to know to plan a hunt. It will cover everything from guided hunts to do it yourself options and will cover where the future of non-resident western big game hunting is headed.

Contact us! Have a question or comment about Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area? We would love
to hear from you! Please contact us at middlecreek@pa.gov.

