
“Hello, Middle Creek, how may I help you?” 

If you have ever called 

Middle Creek over the 

last 31 years, you have 

likely heard Al Keith’s 

voice on the other end.  

 

The time has finally 

come; Al retires at the 

end of April. So be sure to 

come say your farewells 

and best wishes before 

that day (or give him a 

call)! 

 

Our Winter 2020/2021 

issue covered lots about Al’s background and his time at Middle Creek, so we 

thought we’d take a look at what was going on in the world at Middle Creek 31 

years ago, (1991) and what Al will be up to next! 

Middle Creek in Motion 
 

Spring 2022  

 

What’s New? 

A lot has been happening at Middle 

Creek since the winter began, and if 

you’re sane enough, you probably 

avoided places like Willow Point on 

weekends with nice weather in    

February and March. Our final Snow 

Geese numbers peaked around 

150,000 on President’s Day. We also 

completed some construction on 

places like the new archery range 

and the Conservation Heritage      

Museum is moving full steam ahead. 

Work on improving habitat contin-

ues, as always, and we finally got our 

own Facebook page!  Some things on 

the horizon for this spring are some 

staff changes and more monthly 

events, as well as the opening of the 

museum. Much of these topics are 

covered in this newsletter, so be sure 

to read every word! Also be sure to 

like our Facebook page. For more 

recent updates, you can scan the QR 

code below. 

Photo by Michele Laucks  

1 Gallon of Gas: $1.95 

1 Postage Stamp: 29 cents 

Dow Jones average 
topped 3,000 for the first 

time  

Gulf War Begins 

 “Acid Rain Treaty” signed 
between the US and Canada 

Soviet Union begins to dissolve 

Dead Sea Scroll is unveiled by 
Israel 

"(Everything I Do) 
I Do It for You" by 

Bryan Adams tops Billboard’s 
Hot 100 

Terminator 2: Judgment Day 
top grossing US film 

60 Minutes top Nielsen TV 
show, followed by Roseanne 

1991 

(Continued on Page 2) 



“Hello, Middle Creek, how may I help you?” (Continued from Page 1) 

Looking forward, what will Al be doing with all of this free time?  One would think playing pool all day, of course, but 

Al has some other plans as well. “Vacation!” Al almost shouts.  “We’re going to visit Nashville, San Diego, and eventu-

ally fly to Canada and  get a stopover in Reykjavík [Iceland], and then go down into Europe. But I’m not sure what all 

countries I want to go to in Europe. We’ve been wanting to go to Europe but due to past security issues in places like 

Paris and then COVID, we’ve had to put off those plans.” 

Most people that know Al, also know he is a history buff. But there are some local history places he hasn’t been to 

yet. “A lot of places are the same situation as Middle Creek, closed Mondays. Like Cornwall Iron Furnace, I’ve never 

been there. We’ve never done the Turkey Hill Experience. We went once, but were a little late getting there.”  

Unfortunately, retirement doesn’t make anyone immune to the tasks that needed attention on an regular basis be-

fore retirement. There are parts of the house that have to be sorted out for eventual downsizing and plenty of yard 

work.  “I don’t love to do yard work, I have to,” Al expressed with some disdain. “There are some tiered flowerbeds 

that are filled with weeds that I haven’t had the time to pay attention to, but yeah, I need to get them taken care of.”  

Lastly, can we expect to see Al wandering the grounds of Middle Creek now that he doesn’t have to be behind the 

desk? “I do plan on seeing the place. I need to come back to see that [gesturing towards the Conservation Heritage 

Museum]. I will probably come back for the Art Show and I’ll probably come back to enjoy the place since I’ve never 

really seen the outside. I may have to come in disguise. I’ll have to grow a beard and wear a hat because I never wear 

a hat.” 

So with that, we thank Al for his 31 years of service to Middle Creek and to all the Pennsylvanians that have probably 

asked him every question under the sun when it comes to Middle Creek. And in case you have ever wondered, his 

daily record for calls answered was 141! We all know Al will be enjoying a little extra free time! 

Additional Staff Off to Bigger and Better things! 

In addition to a major retirement, we also have some limited-term employees who will be moving on to other posi-

tions. First is Skye Glover who has been a Biological Aide/Wildlife Education Technician for the Southeast Region. Her 

duties have been split between assisting with events in the region and also at John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge in 

Philadelphia.  

 

Next, Skye will be a Biological Science Technician with the  National Park Service at 

Padre Island National Seashore on the southern Gulf coast of Texas. The project will 

involve surveying Kemp's Ridley sea turtles (which is the smallest species of sea tur-

tle). They will be locating turtles’ nests and collecting data while ensuring safe hatch-

es. The new position will also require working with and maintaining proper equip-

ment, radio monitoring, managing other’s schedules, and monitoring weather. She 

will be there for a 5-month stint.  

Skye says she will miss the positive and cooperative atmosphere working at Middle 

Creek and within the region, as well as the varied opportunities of working with wild-

life.  

Many people working down at South Padre Island have told Skye once she is working down there, she won’t want to 

leave. But for now, Skye is just looking forward to the life experience of working with different people and cultures 

and to bring that back home. I guess we’ll have to see how she feels in 5 months! The beaches at South Padre may be 

a bit nicer than the shores of Middle Creek during a drawdown. 



In Memoriam of Middle Creek’s First Manager: Charles L. Strouphar (1929-2021) 

Charles Strouphar (Stroop-HAR), or “Stroupie” as he was affectionately called, was Middle Creek’s first Land Manager. 

Stroupie started his career at Middle Creek as a Construction Foreman in 1966 during Middle 

Creek’s development as a Waterfowl Management Area. Funding for the project was approved, 

and the power of eminent domain was given by Governor Scranton. Knowing Pennsylvania Dutch, 

Stroupie was asked to be a liaison between the remaining owners and the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission in the purchase. The property consisted of sixty-three landowners, twenty-three of 

which were farm owners. By 1967, all but five had sold their land and farms. Eventually, Stroupie 

convinced four of the five to sell. The final hold-out eventually lost in court and had to move out 

by November of 1972. 

In 1973, Stroupie became Resident Manager of Middle Creek. Insistent that the area be devel-

oped for all to use and enjoy, he was instrumental in creating hiking trails, picnic areas, fishing 

areas, a wildlife drive and interpretive brochures. He established educational programs for 

schools and the public, and events such as the wildlife art show and a wildfowl show which fea-

tured waterfowl carvers and events. 

Stroupie retired in 1989 and moved back to his hometown of Fredericksburg PA. with his wife 

Laura. Laura passed away in 2017, and Stroupie, born September 16, 1929, died on November 4, 2021 at the age of 92. 

Stroupie was to Middle Creek what Walt Disney was to Disney World and Disney Land. He truly was “Mr. Middle Creek” and will be 

sadly missed by all who knew him. Read his obituary here.  

Additional Staff Off to Bigger and Better things! (Continued) 

Jordan Sanford  is another member of the crew who is moving on to a new position. She start-

ed with the Southeast Region in mid-2020 as an Information & Education Intern under Dan 

Lynch for 9 months and was renewed for an additional year as a Biological Aide/Wildlife Educa-

tion Technician. Jordan is now moving into a position at the Harrisburg headquarters within the 

Bureau of Marketing and Strategic Communications as an Outreach Coordinator and will focus 

on engaging with non-consumptive users . It will be an ongoing and large project that will look 

at engaging Pennsylvania’s 12 million or so residents that are not hunters that could further 

benefit from enjoying our state’s wildlife resources. 

Jordan has been a big help at many of our larger educational events and visits, and created 

many of the flashy event flyers that you see when visiting the Center. Her biggest challenge 

with starting a job that focused on education in mid-2022 was that COVID-19 had shut down 

most schools and only allowed limited virtual educational opportunities. Luckily with programs 

such as Wildlife on Wifi, educational programming was still possible and took on a new form to reach students outside 

of the typical local schools in the Southeast. One of the biggest changes she will have to adapt to in her new job is the 

audience she will be focusing on. For her time in the Southeast Region, she has mainly focused on students that were 

K-College age,  and now she will be focusing on 12 million Pennsylvanians of all ages. She will miss having access to 

biological and field work, but is excited to see what new opportunities will present themselves to get her out and 

about across the Commonwealth.  

We will miss Jordan and her enthusiasm, but we know we still be seeing her around and are happy she was able to 

stay working with the Game Commission.  

Portrait of Stroupie, as seen in 

the Visitors Center. 

https://lebtown.com/obituary/charles-l-strouphar-1929-2021/
https://www.pgc.pa.gov/Education/VirtualLearning/Pages/default.aspx


 
  

Most audible signs of spring at Middle Creek 

are of course the geese flying overhead and 

congregating on the lake. However, second 

place for being noisy has to go to the am-

phibians. Driving around our roads, you will 

often hear them in ponds and pools. Even if 

there is still some ice on the water! Unfortu-

nately, reptiles and amphibians have seen 

dramatic declines due to  illegal collections 

and the spread of fungal diseases. 

Photo by Sherry Adams 

Bluebirds can be seen for most of the year 

in Penn’s Woods. Yet most people will see 

them in the early spring due to their 

nesting and use of the popular bluebird 

houses. At Middle Creek, we have 250 or 

so bluebird houses across the property 

that a dedicated group of volunteers help 

to maintain and monitor. Data on blue-

bird success rates have been collected for 

years. If you are looking to save a little 

time and install an already built bluebird 

house, we do sell them at the front desk 

in the Visitors Center. 

Photo by Larry Keller 

The insanity of peak snow goose migration 

now fades, and many waterfowl continue their 

migration north. Some, including Canada 

geese, are considered “residents” and will stay 

here year round. The difference between truly 

migratory Canada geese and residential ones is 

most easily seen up close by our hunters. The 

residential Canada geese are usually much 

larger in size by weight. This is because they 

are a different mix of subspecies/genetics than 

the migrants. Larger geese (the migrants) are 

generally birds from the Atlantic population. 

Photo by Kim Reese 

Editor’s note: a HUGE thank you to all who offered their photographs for this newsletter. There were many submissions 

and far too little space! 



Scouts in Action! 

Recently Sam D. of Troop 417, based out of Schaefferstown, PA, completed his Eagle Scout Project at Middle Creek by 

constructing a “boardwalk” over the wet parts of Spicebush Trail. Such boardwalks will reduce erosion, reduce dam-

age to plant populations, and increase the overall sustainability of our trail. Especially in the spring and after big rain 

storms, some low-lying parts of trails can become very muddy and boardwalks will hopefully increase the enjoyment 

of our hikers. Thanks to all who helped out with this impactful project! 

Where Have all the Snow Geese 

Gone? 

Every year the snow geese and tundra swan mi-

gration leaves visitors mystified. Some years, 

the majority of birds come and go quickly in as 

little as two weeks. In other years, like this year, 

they stay for over a month in large numbers. 

However, warmer days announcing the coming 

of spring arrive and cue the snow geese to 

leave…fast. And that is exactly what happened 

this year. As soon as the warm days arrived 

around the beginning of March, the birds decid-

ed it was time to keep moving.  

So, when was the peak of snow goose migration this year? That award 

goes to President’s Day, February 15, when roughly 150,000 birds 

“loafed” on the lake in the afternoon. Tundra swans peaked later, on 

February 28th at 4,500 birds. 

What’s up with all the earthwork on the east end? 

The Conservation Foundation of Lancaster County with the Environ-

mental Protection Agency and the National Fish and Wildlife Founda-

tion are providing funding to LandStudies, Inc. for the Cocalico Creek 

Restoration Project to address impairments to the existing habitat 

that occur within the project area. The project spans both the Penn-

sylvania Game Commission’s Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area 

and the private Martin Family property.  (continues on next page) 
Photo by Anna Kaufman 



(Continued from page 5) 

The project is anticipated to create a winding creek without establishing any defined primary channels that connects 

to adjoining habitats to include uplands, meanders, and pools, including an anticipated addition of 3 acres of wet-

lands. There will also be a reduction in the abundance of reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), an invasive plant 

species present throughout the site. Over past decades several feet of sediment has built up in this area. This sedi-

ment is being removed to basal sediments and gravels. The previously existing channel has vertically degraded 

through the legacy sediment so that only the most severe flows from storm events access the floodplain, limiting 

stream and wetland connectivity. To meet the above objectives, LandStudies proposed legacy-sediment removal 

which would result in the restoration of 3,353 linear feet of Cocalico Creek in West Cocalico Township, Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania. The project also encompasses 488 linear feet of an unnamed tributary, and involves the exca-

vation of up to approximately 18,000 cubic yards of floodplain soil including legacy sediments affecting 2.75 acres of 

existing wetland. This soil will be redeposited on site to fill in and gradually slope an existing steep bank area. Wetland 

loving plants, shrubs, and small tree species will be planted after all the earthwork is completed. This design is intend-

ed to result in a proposed floodplain width that varies from 40-feet to as much as 140-feet wide. The resulting stream 

and floodplain restoration, wetland creation, and improved riparian buffers will benefit the various wildlife species 

that call Middle Creek WMA home at some point throughout the year. Keep an eye out and let us know what wildlife 

you see using these newly improved habitats.  

The Conservation Heritage Museum—Any Updates? 

Funny you should ask! The first full week of March allowed for a lot of 

progress on the new addition to the Visitors Center. The display and 

graphic design contractors have been hard at work at installing the 

interactive exhibits that will tell Pennsylvania’s rich conservation his-

tory to our visitors. We are still slated to open the doors of the new 

museum by the end of April, but in the meantime, check out the adja-

cent sneak peak of the inside of highly anticipated Pennsylvania Con-

servation Heritage Museum. 

Middle Creek’s Archery Range Construction Wraps Up! 

Middle Creek’s new free and public archery range has finished construction and is officially open! This is one of the 

only free public archery ranges in the entire state of Pennsylvania. Where did the idea come from to have an archery 

range, you may ask? The construction of Middle Creek’s Archery Range was paid for using Pittman-Robertson (PR) 

funds, a federal tax that comes from the purchase of archery equipment as well as other shooting sport purchases. 

These monies help maintain wildlife habitat here at Middle Creek WMA and all State Game Lands in the state which 

totals close to 1.6 million acres. Construction of these ranges is a way that the PA Game Commission can give back to 

those users funding wildlife conservation. These ranges also serve as a great R3 (recruitment, retention, and reactiva-

tion) mechanism as well as reducing barriers to archers and archery hunters by providing a safe, accessible, free loca-

tion to improve and practice their shooting skills. Of course, safety is a large consideration with the range and regula-

tions associated for the range and safety precautions are posted. Our hope is to provide a quality archery shooting 

facility to for both experienced and new archers. We hope to build programs and shooting events around this facility 

to grow participation and hone the skills of archers and archery hunters. 



 April 2nd at 9 am: Fire’s Role in Maintaining Middle Creek 

Join the PGC habitat staff to learn about the history of fire ecology in the eastern US, how it is used at Middle Creek, how pre-

scribed fire differs than wildfires, and what equipment is used. If weather conditions are within the allowed parameters, a pre-

scribed fire will be demonstrated. Meet in front of the Visitors Center. 

April  13th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Pollination Ecology: What’s in it for the Plants, What’s in it for the 

Animals 

We’ll learn what strategies and tactics each side uses to achieve their goals. With a wide array of pictures of different kinds of 

flowers and their visitors Mike will show some fascinating examples of how fine-tuned some of these relationships are. 

Throughout the program, Mike will also be touching on the subject of how to select the best native plants for pollinators in 

your garden!  

May 11th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Habitat Happenings 

Did you know that more than 300 species of birds and mammals call Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area home? Come 

join us to learn more about the wildlife habitat management that occurs on one of the most uniquely managed 6,000+ acre 

State Game Lands in Pennsylvania. Local land manager Steve Ferreri will be discussing the various habitats that occur at Mid-

dle Creek WMA such as grasslands, savannahs, wetlands, and forests; as well as the various tools used to create diverse condi-

tions throughout the year such as timber sales, water drawdowns, and prescribed fire. Diverse habitat = diverse wildlife. 

Attendees will catch a glimpse of what attracts Middle Creek’s year-round residents and long distant migrants!  

May 28th at 10 am: Mushroom Foray: Searching for Wild Mushrooms 

Come join an educational stroll through the woods to appreciate the beauty and diversity of mushrooms. We will take a short 

hike looking for wild mushrooms while talking about their lifecycle, role in the ecosystem, and mushroom diversity. This is in-

tended as an introduction to mushroom identification and will cover just the basics, so it will be enjoyable for all ages and in-

terests! Meet in front of the Visitors Center. 

June 8th at 6:30 pm in the Middle Creek Auditorium: Hawk Mountain Sanctuary’s Pennsylvania Black Vulture Research 

Black vultures (Coragyps atratus) are a species that has seen a growing population and subsequent range expansion, especially 

along the eastern seaboard. A byproduct of this shifting population success is a growing list of human reported complaints and 

bad press against these underappreciated gregarious raptors. Unfortunately, the species has been understudied and as a re-

sult the specifics on their annual cycles and integration with their ecosystem remain unclear. Since 2008, Hawk Mountain 

Sanctuary has been monitoring this species using a variety of methodologies to shed light on their movement ecology, habitat 

requirements, and survival rates. This talk will provide a general overview of current findings and shed light into the flock hab-

its of this dynamic species and their vital ecological importance.  

June 11th at 11 am: Streams, Aquatic Habitats, and Macroinvertebrates  

Having good water quality is important for healthy ecosystems, and aquatic macroinvertebrates are useful indicators of stream 

quality. During the presentation, we will discuss the background on what aquatic macroinvertebrates are and why they are 

important. We will also go to a stream and get our hands wet to learn more about their habitat, lifecycles, and the role they 

play in aquatic ecosystems. Meet in front of the Visitors Center. 

Contact us! Have a question or comment about Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area? We would love 

to hear from you! Please contact us at middlecreek@pa.gov. 

Upcoming Events at Middle Creek 

April—June 2022 


