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THE PRESI DENT: Good norning, |adies

and gentlenmen. Welcome to our Tuesday norning

neeting of the Game Conmm ssion. As you will note,

we are a few nminutes late getting started. The

weat her caused a few problens |ogistically.

According to

nmy watch, it's now about 20 m nutes of

9:00, so | formally call the neeting to order and

ask that you

Al'l egi ance.

you call the

Conmi ssi oner

Schreffler.

pl ease join us in the Pl edge of

(Pl edge of All egi ance taken.)

THE PRESI DENT: M. Secretary, wll
roll.

MR | SABELLA: THE PRESI DENT.

THE PRESI DENT: Here.

MR. | SABELLA: Vice THE PRESI DENT.
M5. PALONE: Here.

MR | SABELLA: |sabella. Here.
Schl ei den.

MR, SCHLEI DEN:  Present.

MR | SABELLA: Comm ssi oner

SCHREFFLER: Present.
| SABELLA: Commi ssioner Hill.

H LL: Here.

2 3 3 3

| SABELLA: Comm ssi oner Del aney.
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MR. DELANEY: Present.

MR | SABELLA: M. President, al
present and accounted for.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, M.
Secretary.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we have before
us approval of the m nutes of the Cctober 2, 2007,
neeting. You all received those. Is there a
notion to approve those m nutes?

MR. | SABELLA: Mbti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a second?

VR. DELANEY: Mdtion to second

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Del aney.
Al in favor, say aye.

(Signify aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Cpposed, sanme sign
The next itemwe have is the proposed Comi ssion
neetings for 2008. The next neeting would be Apri
21, 22; the June neeting, June 23 and 24; the
Cct ober neeting, Cctober 6 and 7.

Is there a notion to approve those
dates for the upcom ng year?

MR | SABELLA: Mbdtion, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
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Isabella. 1s there a second?

MR, HI LL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssioner Hill
Al in favor indicate by saying aye.

Opposed, sane sign

(Vote taken.)

MR | SABELLA: M. President?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes; recognize
Conmi ssi oner |sabel | a.

MR, | SABELLA: | want to make a notion
that we nmove the election of officers to the

begi nni ng of the business neeting as opposed to the

end.

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. You've heard
Conmi ssioner's Isabella nmotion. 1Is there a
second?

MR HLL: 1'Il second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssioner Hll. So

we are doing, as | understand the notion, is the
printed agenda that we have, we would be noving the
el ection of the 2008 officers fromthe end of the
neeting to this point in the neeting. |Is there any
di scussi on on the notion?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hearing none, al
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those in favor of the notion, please raise their

ri ght hand.

THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, please

rai se their right hands.

(Vote taken.)

VR

| SABELLA: Five ayes, two nay.

THE PRESI DENT: The notion carri es.

W'l | now proceed with the election of our officers

for the board for 2008, typically fromthis January

neeting to the January neeting in '09. W have the

of fices of president of the board, vice president

of the board, and secretary of the board.

Conmi ssioner Hill, as the chair of the

nom nating comittee, does the nominating conmittee

have a sl ate of

MVR.

a sl ate.

officers for these positions?

HI LL: It's voted 3 to 1. We wll

THE PRESI DENT: Coul d you pl ease

announce the slate to the public.

MR.

H LL: For secretary, we have Jay

Del aney; for vice president, Geg Isabella; and for

presi dent, Roxane Pal one.

THE PRESI DENT: You' ve heard the

report of the nominating comrttee. Under the

rul es of order,

these three individuals are now in

have
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nom nation for the positions to which the
nom nating comittee has placed their nanes.

In agreement with the body, let's
proceed with the election of the board secretary.
Are there other noninations besides Conmi ssioner
Del aney for board secretary?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hearing none, | would
entertain a notion to close the nom nations for
board secretary.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: So noved.

THE PRESI DENT:  Conmi ssi oner
Schl eiden. |Is there a second to that notion?

MR | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.
Al in favor, indicate by saying aye.

(Vote taken.)

THE PRESI DENT: By show of hand, al
in favor of Conmi ssioner Del aney for secretary,
rai se your right hand.

(Vot e taken.)

MR. | SABELLA: |t's unani nous, M.
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Moving to the position

of vice president, Comm ssioner |sabella has been
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nom nated. Conmi ssioner Del aney, | woul d appoi nt
you to tabulate votes for the vice president since
Conmmi ssi oner |sabella is standing for that
position. Are there other nom nations for the
position of vice president?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hearing none, | would
entertain a notion to close the nom nations for
Vi ce president.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl eiden. |Is there a second?

M5. PALONE: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Pal one.
Al in favor, indicate by saying aye.

(Vote taken.)

THE PRESI DENT: Excuse ne, raise your
hands, please. Al in favor, indicate by raising
your hands.

(Vot e taken.)

MR, DELANEY: It's unaninous, M.
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Moving now to the
of fice of board president, to which Comri ssioner

Roxane Pal one has been nom nated, are there other
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nom nations for the office of president?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: As of nenber of the
board and in ny belief that public bodies function
best if there is a choice for |eadership, | wll
nom nat e Commi ssioner David Schreffler. Are there
ot her nomi nations for the position of president?
If not, I'll entertain a nmotion to close the
nom nati ons.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl eiden. |Is there a second?

MR. | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: So the nom nations are
cl osed.

MR. SCHREFFLER: M. President, |
woul d like to nake a notion to have secret ballots
of this, on this vote, in accordance with the
principles of our Denocratic society. | would
prefer that.

THE PRESI DENT: You' ve heard
Conmi ssi oner Schreffler's notion for a secret
ballot. |Is there a second to that notion?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: No second. The npotion
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fails. W'Il vote in the sane nmanner that we voted
for the other offices. Conmi ssioner Del aney, since
you have been elected, with the perm ssion of the
board, 1'll ask you to tabulate the votes. For
Conmmi ssi oner Pal one, a show of support by raising
your right hand.

(Vote taken.)

THE PRESI DENT: You have the vote.

MR. DELANEY: As | see it, M.
President, the vote is five to two.

THE PRESI DENT: Five yes to two no. |
don't know the two that are no. | think there's
anot her candi date standi ng.

MR. DELANEY: M apol ogies. Five yes

votes for Commi ssioner Pal one were Comm ssioners Schl ei den,

Hill, Palone, |sabella and Del aney.
Those conmi ssioners in favor
of Comm ssioner David Schreffler, please raise
their right hands.
(Vot e taken.)

MR. DELANEY: M. President, | see two

votes for Conmi ssioner Schreffle, Commissioners Boop and Schreffler.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Del aney. Conmi ssi oner Pal one, on

behal f of the Board, | would like to congratul ate
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you on your election. | would Iike to pass the

gavel to you and wish you the best in the upconing

year.

We'l|l take a ten-minute recess to
reorgani ze. W'Ill cone back at 9:00 o' cl ock

(Recessed at 8:48 a.m)

(Reconvened at 9:00 a.m)

THE PRESIDENT: 1'd like to reconvene
the neeting. |'mglad everyone is here safe and
sound.

I think it took Ronald Reagan three
times to try and be president, so | think I'min
good company. Seriously, | want to thank a few
peopl e for their kind support. | want to thank
Janet Nyce, and Mel ody and Cathy and Cathy. |
admre themvery nmuch. |It's their day to
cel ebrate, too, because wi thout their hard work and
the Board nmenbers behind them there would really
be no today.

| don't really stand on synbolism
over substance normally, but today we really have
bot h; substance in the formof hard work and vision
fromthe conservationists before me and substance
in the formof the tireless effort of the

presi dent, present Conmi ssioners, and all the

10



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

people in the agency. But it's also a synbolic day
and a historic nessage that the door is no |onger
partially opened, but w de open for those that want
to aspire to join us and | hope very much that nore
people will join us.

| want to dedicate this neeting to
Jerry Hatchinger and | would Iike to dedicate this
time as president to ny nom She passed away since
|'ve been on the Conmission, but it was really ny
nom that taught ne to |l ove the outdoors and taught
me how to fish. She also taught me howto mlk a
cow, howto can. She taught ne all the plants and
trees in the forest and she taught ne, really, to
appreci ate hunters and the Gane Conmi ssion at a
early age.

| want to dedicate the rest of ny term
to ny grandnother, Edith Smith. She was born way
back in 1886, but she was really ahead of her tine
and she gave ne these rules to live by -- and |
have to tell you that sonetines | break a few of
these rules. These were the rules of ny G andna
Smith: Always have a paying job on your own;
al ways carry a fine hanky; never go out w thout a
proper escort -- and | think Vern Shaffer |ived by

that, al so.

11
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(Audi ence | aughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Never call anybody on
the phone or never call on anyone past 7:00 p.m
and al ways have the proper stationery.

So on behalf of all the wonen hunters,
| want to thank nmy fellow Conmi ssioners, including
M. Riley, for their vote of confidence because
wi thout their courage and resol ve, the PCG
presi dency may have remai ned honpbgenous for nany
nore years, so thank you

(Audi ence appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: W are going to start
with the Bureau of WIldlife Managenent. Cal vin.

There's sone nore agendas in the front
if you did not get one. Page 2, Bureau of Wldlife
Managenment. Brad.

MR, BECHTEL: Yes. The first item
concerns the State Wldlife Grant Program
Congress has appropriated funds under the State
Wldlife Gants Program SWs directly and
exclusively to state wildlife agencies for wildlife
speci es of the greatest conservation concerned.

Pennsylvania is eligible to receive
these funds for fish and wildlife projects under

the SWG program Projects listed in Exhibit A

12
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shown on page 3 will not require any net reduction

in the Gane Fund since all are cooperator projects.

The Gane Commission will sinply function as a
conduit of federal funds. |[|f approved, the Gane
Commi ssion will contact the organi zations and

i nvestigators of these projects and pay
SWG-eligible costs fromthe Game Fund. The Gane
Fund will be reinbursed by the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service Federal Aid program usi ng SWG
funds. The Gane Conmission will receive up to
three percent of all SWG funds to administer the
progr am

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend approval of the slate of the State
Wldlife Gant projects listed in Exhibit A as
shown on page 3.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a list on
page 3 of the State Wldlife Grant projects. Do |
hear a notion to approve?

MR. | SABELLA: Mbti on.

THE PRESI DENT: MR, | SABELLA.

COWM SSI ONER BOOP:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Seconded by M. Boop.
I's there any discussion about the grants or any

questions for Cal?

13
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hearing none, al
those in favor of granting the wildlife projects,
signify by saying aye.

Al'l those opposed, signify by saying
no.

(Vote taken.)

MR, DELANEY: Madane President, the
vote i s unani nous.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

MR, BECHTEL: The next itemfor
consideration are State WIldlife G ants-Northeast
Cooperative Projects. To be eligible for federa
funding under the State Wldlife Gants (SW5
program states devel oped conprehensive wildlife
action plans that identify species and habitats of
great est conservation need. WMany of these speci es,
habitats and conservation actions outlined in the
state action plans are compn across or are common
to a group of states within a region and can nost
effectively be addressed by working across state
lines.

This prenmise led to the devel opnent of
the Northeast WIldlife Teammork Strategy, NEWS, by

t he Northeast Association of Fish and Wldlife

14
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Agenci es, NEAFWA. The goal of NEWISis to
cooperatively devel op, coordinate, fund and
i npl ement conservation actions and projects that
are regional or subregional in scope and build upon
the many regional initiatives that already exist.

NEAFWA has entered into a cooperative
agreenment with the Wldlife Managenent Institute to
provi de al l over coordination services for NEWS
projects. The WIdlife Managenent Institute has
agreed to collect and manage state noni es provided
in support of the cooperative work, raise matching
funds and coordi nate NEAFWA- approved projects.

Additionally, WIdlife Management
Institute will take NEAFWA-identified regional
conservation needs, coordinate the solicitation of
prospective cooperators and nmatching funds, devel op
an annual list of projects, prepare contracts and
amendnents for approved regional projects and wite
annual and final perfornance reports.

NEAFWA has asked each state in the
Northeast U.S. and the District of Colunbia to
provide up to four percent of their annual SWG
apportionment for funding projects under the
regi onal NEWS program For our agency to

participate in this nmultistate regional effort, we
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will need to enter into an agreenent with Wldlife
Managenent Institute so that they can advi se us of
priority regional NEWS projects and invoice us.

As with all SWsrelated activities,
NEWTS projects funded via the agreenent with the
Wldlife Managenent Institute will not require any
net reduction in the Gane Fund. The Ganme Fund wil |l
be reinbursed by the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service
Federal A d program using SWG funds.

The Executive Director and staff
recommend Commi ssion approval to contract with the
Wl dlife Managenment Institute to annually fund
through the State Wldlife Grants program
nmul ti state regional conservation projects.

THE PRESI DENT: Do | hear a notion to
approve the Northeast Cooperative Projects?

MR, SCHREFFLER: So noved

THE PRESI DENT: Second?

MR | SABELLA: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Any di scussi on?

MR. SCHLEI DEN: Madane President, |
get concerned about all this. Do we have equa
vote, how does this work?

MR, DuBROCK: We do, Conmi ssioner,

have equal vote in the process of |ooking at the

16
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projects at both the technical |evel and then at an
adm nistrative policy level. W get to vote on al
proposed projects. W also have input as to what
they call RCN, regional conservation needs, that
are used to solicit district projects, so we get
our oar in the water defining RCNs as well as then
voting on every individual project.

MR, SCHLEI DEN: How do you handle it
with the bureau? W have a nunber of people who
di scuss various issues, whoever.

MR, DuBROCK: At the technical |evel,
we have Dan Brauni ng, who participates on the
Northeast Wldlife Diversity Conmttee, and they're
actually the first level on devel oping RCNs. That
then is subsequently passed on to the
adm nistrators. Certainly, | represent our agency
at the Northeast Wldlife administrative |evel and
those are passed on to the directors and Executive
Director Roe gets to vote at that |evel.

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Thank you. | ask that
guestion so that also the audi ence, for their
benefit, of hearing that. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there any other
di scussion? If not, we'll vote on the proposal

Al those in favor, signify by saying aye.

17
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Al'l those opposed, say no.

(Vote taken.)

MR, DELANEY: It's a unani nous vote,
Madame President.

THE PRESI DENT: We'll nopbve on to page
5, Proposed Rule Making. This will have to do with
setting the seasons and bag nunbers for 2008 and
2009. This is just prelimnary approval. W'IlI
finalize season and bag limts in April.

MR, BECHTEL: The next itemis to
propose anendi ng 58 Pa. Code 139.4. To effectively
manage the wildlife resources of this Conmmonweal th
and al so provide hunting and trapping opportunities
in the Conmonweal th during the upcomi ng |icense
year, the Conmission is proposing to anend 58 Pa.
Code 139.4 relating to seasons and bag linmits for
the license year, to provide updated seasons and
bag limts for the 2008-2009 |icense year.

Al t hough the 2008-2009 seasons and
dai |l y season and possession linmits are simlar to
those set in 2007-2008, the 2008-2009 seasons and
bag limts have been amended to conformto current
avail abl e scientific data, popul ation harvest
records, field surveys and professional staff

observations as well as recommendations fromstaff,

18
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organi zed sporting groups, nenbers of the
agricultural community and others interested in the
wildlife resources of the Conmonwealth.

The anendnents are on page 7 through
14 of your agenda. There are several changes. One
change is proposed for small gane; that is to
extend by one day the special season for junior
pheasant hunters to include an additiona
Saturday. Adding this Saturday w |l provide
additional hunting opportunity of rel eased gane
farmbirds in farnm and habitats.

Agai n, this year, we acknow edge the
interest of sone parties to close quail season
statewide. dven the dimnished status of wld
quai | popul ations, this recommendation is
under st andabl e. However, we do not plan to
recomrend changes in bobwhite season | ength or hunt
areas until we have a bobwhite quail managenent
pl an conpleted. At that tinme, proposals to expand
quail hunting or close it statewide will be
considered. However, in the interim bobwhite
hunting closures will continue in the | ast vestiges
of the historic quail range.

Anot her change is proposed in crow

season dates to extend the shooting days to
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20
approxi mately 124 days all owed under federa
frameworks. By starting the season on the Friday
closest to July 1st and running it every Friday,

Sat urday and Sunday continuously through the first
weekend in April, we will provide 120 hunting days.
By | aw, seasons nust be set to avoid the peak
nesting season, which falls between April 7 and the
end of May.

On Decenber 27, 2007, the Pennsyl vania
Supreme Court ruled that wild boars are protected
manmal s under the Gane and Wldlife Code. As a
result, the Conm ssion nust take regulatory action
to renove protection fromw ld boars to allow
i nci dental taking during the fall big gane
seasons.

The only substantial change for the
deer hunting seasons is a proposal to have a five
day antl ered-deer only season in wildlife
managenent units 2D, 2G 3C and 4B, starting the
Monday after Thanksgiving, followed imrediately by
seven days of concurrent antlered and antlerl ess
deer hunti ng.

This proposal retains the two week or
12 day concurrent antlered and antlerless season in

the remaining 18 wildlife nanagenent units in the
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21
Commonweal th. The change to the four wildlife
managenment units is to evaluate the inpact of
changed season | ength on hunter success rates for
future use as a new managenent t ool

The el k hunting season's proposal
recomrends curtailing Septenber elk hunts foll ow ng
the 2008 season due to linmited hunter success and
sati sfaction because of the small hunt area, the
hi gh proportion of private property, and very
[imted hunter access to property.

Finally, for bobcats, proposals
recomrend addi ng WWMU 4D to the bobcat hunt/trap
area. |Increased nunber of incidental bobcat
captures and bobcat sightings in this area support
this proposal

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend the Conmi ssion approve the proposed 2008-
2009 hunting seasons and bag limts amendnment to
139.4 as described in the attached table found on
pages 7 through 14.

THE PRESI DENT: VWhat we're going to
do, I"'mgoing to ask for a notion to approve the
seasons in bag limts on pages 7 through 14 and
then we'll go through each page and ask for

amendnments. And we'll anmend each page, approve
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each page, and we'll go back and vote on the whol e
package once we're done di scussi ng each page.

So, first, | would like to ask for a
notion to approve the seasons and bag linmts on
pages 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14.

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Mt on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.  Second?

MR. DELANEY: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Jay Del aney.

Do | hear any discussion about the proposal? W'l

start with page 7. 1'll ask for any amendnment and
also we'll ask if we have any questions on each
page for Cal

MR. SCHLEI DEN: Madane President, page

7.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR, SCHLEIDEN:. On page 7, the left-
hand col um under squirrels, | would |ike to offer
the amendnment -- do | make -- there are two

amendnents: One is dates and one is the

resolution. Can | make those all in one

amendnment ?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes.

22
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COW SSI ON SCHLEI DEN:  Under
squirrels, the date Decenber 15 through Decenber
20, elim nate Decenber 20 and change that date to
Decenber 23. Under ruffed grouse, | offer the
amendrment, agai n, changing the date from Decenber
20 to Decenber 23.

Under ruffed grouse, | offer the
amendnent to elininate the paragraph fromthe | eft
col umm, which reads, Ruffed grouse-there is no open
season for taking ruffed grouse in that portion of
State Ganme Lands No. 176 in Centre County, which is
posted Research Area-No Grouse Hunting. The
amendnent is to delete that paragraph.

And, finally, under rabbits,
cottontail, again, a date, second date down,
Decenber 15 to Decenber 20, delete 20 and nake it
Decenber 23. That's ny anendnents.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Do we have
a second?

MR. | SABELLA: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Commi ssi oner |sabell a.
We have an anendnent on page 7 to change squirrel
ruffed grouse and cottontail rabbit seasons from
Decenmber 20 to Decenber 23. And, also, we have an

amendrment to delete the cl osed season for taking
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ruffed grouse on Ganme Lands 176. |s there any
di scussi on about these anmendments or any questions?

Hearing none, all those in favor of
Conmmi ssi oner Schl ei den' s anmendnent, signify by
sayi ng aye.

THE PRESI DENT: All opposed, say no.

(Vote taken.)

MR, DELANEY: Madane President, the
vot e passes unani nously, the amendnent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we'l |
go to page 8 and | will ask if there are any
notions to anmend page 8.

MR, DELANEY: Yes, | want to offer an
amendrment for page 8.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Del aney.

MR. DELANEY: On page 8, about hal fway
down the page where it says ringneck pheasant, nale
or female, conbined in wildlife nanagenment units,
and all the WMJs are listed. W show Decenber 20
to be the closing date. | would |ike to anend that
to increase additional better hunting opportunities
for those additional three days and make it to
Decenber 23.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there a second?

MR, | SABELLA: Second.
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THE PRESI DENT: Second, Commi ssioner
| sabel | a.

We have an anendnment on page 8 that
woul d anend ringneck pheasant, nmale or fermale, from
Decenber 20 to Decenber 23. Any discussion about
t he amendmnent ?

MR. DELANEY: Yes, Madane President.
| should add -- just so our partners out there
understand -- this is for north zone pheasant
hunting only, it is not a statew de issue. The
WWJs are listed. | just thought | should nmention
t hat .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her
di scussi on?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the anendment, signify by saying aye.

Al'l those opposed, say no.

(Vote taken.)

MR. DELANEY: The amendnent passes,
Madane President, unani nously.

THE PRESI DENT: On page 9, are there
any amendnents to the proposed season of bag
limts?

(No response.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. Hearing none,
we'll go to page 10. Are there any anmendments to
page 107

COWM SS| ONER BOOP: Mmdane Presi dent,
| don't have an anendnent, but | would |ike to make
a conmment, if |I'mpernmtted to do so.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, M. Boop.

COW SSI ONER BOOP: On page 10, we
heard a | ot on Sunday and yesterday about this wld
boar feral pig issue and | think that those that
are watching this proceedi ng shoul d know that the
Board is looking at this very carefully and we're
certainly hoping that the Departnent of Agriculture
will nove forward with the trapping plan that
they' re proposing.

We think we should know that by the
1st of April, and dependi ng on what happens at the
Department of Agriculture, the Board will be
| ooking at this issue of wild boar feral hogs again
with the possibility of extending the opportunity
for taking.

The concern that we have is that the
shooting activity has a tendency to di sburse the
animals, and if the Department of Agriculture is

goi ng to enmbark on an aggressive trappi ng program
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we don't want to interfere with that. So we just
want those in the audi ence and covering this issue
to know that the board is very concerned about this
problem and we did take a ot of testinmony on this
i ssue. Thank you

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, M. Boop.

If there's no anmendnent to page 10,
we'll nove on to page 11. W do have a repl acenent
page, page 11, having to do with the regul ar
antl ered deer season

MR. SCHLEI DEN: Madane President, on
the repl acenent page, there is -- to be consistent
with what we've done on the dates on the small
gane, | would like to offer an anendnent to that
page. Again, under deer, antlerless, bows and
arrows, Decenber 15 to Decenber 23, scratch off
Decenber 20. And then down bel ow, deer
antlerless, wildlife managenent units 2B, 5C and
5D, | offer the sane amendnent; change that date to
Decenber 23.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Schl ei den
has an amendrment. |Is there a second to it?

MR. | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner

Isabella. |s there any discussion about the
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amendnent ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is to
change the date of deer, antlerless, in wldlife
managenment units 2B, 5C and 5D from endi ng on
Decenber 20 to ending on Decenber 23. And down
where it says deer, antlerless, wildlife managenent
units 2B, 5C and 5D, it would end on Decenber 23 as
opposed to Decenber 20. |Is there any discussion?

If not, all those in favor of the
amendrment signify by saying aye.

Those opposed, signify by saying no.

(Vote taken.)

MR. DELANEY: The amendnent passes
unani nmousl y.

MR HLL: | have a coment wth
regard to items 3 and 4 on page 11, specifically
deer, regular antlered only, WMJs 2D, 2G 3C and
4B, and the followi ng entry, deer, regular antlered
and antlerless, same WMUs. | propose for the
peri od from Decenber 1 through Decenber 13, that
regul ar antlered and antl erl ess seasons run
concurrently.

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. Do we have a

second?
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MR. | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a discussion about this
amendrment? Wuld you like to say, M. H I, since
you rmade the anendnment --

MR HLL: | would like to, with
regard to the concurrent seasons we have now, we
think that that is one of the -- | think
personal ly, one of the essential functions of our
program to manage deer herd size by allocation
not by days in the field. | think this is an
i mportant conponent of our program

While | think the discussion regarding
the study has been interesting, | think that, I
under stand our essential deer program better than
under st and what has been proposed thus far
regarding the study. So I'm-- ny ears are wide
open for the study. However, at this point, |
would like to see us retain the concurrency
conmponent of our essential deer program | think
there are many options to work a study around
concurrent seasons. That's ny piece.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her
di scussi on?

MR | SABELLA:  Yes.
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THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.

MR | SABELLA: | want to echo the
commrents of ny coll eague down at the far end. |
just want to add further that the hunters in the
sout heastern region of the state have -- the
majority of the hunters travel to canps in
north central and northeast Pennsylvania. Hunting
today is not like hunting 20, 30 years ago. People
do not have the time to get off. Concurrency is
very, very popular and this is why | intend to vote
for this anmendnent. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her
coment s about the amendment ?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Madane President.

THE PRESI DENT:  Yes.

COVMM SSI ON SCHLEIDEN:. | find nyself
in the very unique position, having debated with ny
est eened col | eagues and Attorney Boop on sone of
these issues, now | find nyself with the other end
of the table relative to this. | hope | can hold
nmy own. As nost of the board knows, the process of
comng to the table with this agenda is a very
conplicated one, but it really follows the line of
nost private businesses and corporations whereas

staff gets together, people are involved in the
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certain area, they nmake a recommendation; staff
works with the recommendation; then it works its
way up through the system

In this particular system unlike a
| ot of boards, this Board does have a final say. |
know that staff, senior staff, and the Executive
Director's office has | ooked at this nore than just
a year and has tal ked about it -- and |, for one,
who are strongly supportive of concurrent,
Conmi ssioner Hill, I"'mstrongly supportive of it --
however, from day one, when | got involved in this,
| said, you know, let's give this some time, we'll
stay with it and if we need to take a | ook at sone
changes and do a study, | would not have a probl em
with that if the timng was right. The timng
wasn't right last year and |'mnot sure if it is
this year.

However, | look at this as a very
i mportant ingredient that we can put into our
system and evaluate. And if nothing else, as | see
it, we keep the study going for a nunber of years
and give our people time to get it up and running,
and what it will probably do is solidify the
concurrent seasons as we have them

So it's the sanple study, as | see it,
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it's mxed through a wide range -- our critics say
we haven't |ooked at particular areas -- and for
that reason, | will vote against the amendnent.

MR, DELANEY: 1'd like to coment.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Del aney.

MR, DELANEY: Since I'mnewto the
Board, | try to learn fromny fell ow Comn ssi oners
and | think I have learned a lot. And sone of
t hese choices that we nmake are difficult choices,
but when | | ooked and read and reread about our
current deer managenent program fromwhat | read,
that we should, fromtinme to tine, evaluate things
and take a ook at things. And when the agency
asked to do a three-year study, | look at that as a
three-year study and at the end of those three
years, take the data the agency provides to us and
then nake a decision, is this working, the
concurrent season.

| concur with Comm ssioner Schleiden.
We' [l get sone good data back and our sportsnmen and
sportswonen may very well say, no, we want to keep
this and we want to nove forward, but | don't want
to tie the agency's hand if they want another tool
to manage our deer in Pennsylvania. Allowthemto

study it and we'll make sonme hard decisions three
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years fromnow. Thank you, Madane President.

THE PRESI DENT: Anyone el se? M.
Schreffler.

MR, SCHREFFLER: | look at this as an
evol ution of the deer program and as the changes
happen on the ground out there, when we're trying
to stabilize our deer herd, and the status of deer
has changed, so we have to continually research
this. This is in no way going to get rid of our
goal s for deer managenment and | see it as
supporting themand giving thema little bit
greater depth and breadth. | don't think anyone on
the Comm ssion wants to get rid of those goals in
the deer managenent pl an.

The goal is -- there is nore than one
way to come to the sane goal and we have to | ook at
all of those. W're sort of in a situation where a
farmer can have all one crop and sonet hi ng happens;
to make sure he has a crop, he diversifies; he
al ways has another crop as insurance there that he
can survive

| also ook at this and see we al ready
had two studies on the ground in two of these
areas, and actually in part fromone of the other

areas, and they needed to be fleshed out nore --
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they were sonewhat limted -- and | thought that in
this case, | think that we should go forward. W
shoul d go forward with those and conplinment and
continue the science that we have in place at this
poi nt .

The other thing that | have is in the
back of nmy mnd, concerned with the hunters, and in
nmy mnd, effective deer managenent needs a
sufficient nunmber of hunters. W need active
nunbers of hunters, we need enthusiastic hunters,
we need the hunters to have perception that there
are deer out there to hunt. W have to provide
opportunities for them because this is the essence,
the vital essence of our managenent program and

this is what makes our deer program and a | ot of

other wildlife managenment so effective and possi bl e.

So those are sone of the reasons that
| have to support this at this tine. And |
nmentioned it's only a study, and we'll study these
ot her options and cone up with some effective
approaches that may provide us with tools and t ool
boxes.

THE PRESI DENT: | would just like to
say | support Conmmi ssioner Hill's amendnment. |

thi nk having hunting opportunities is very

34
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critical. That's why I'msupporting it. 1In 2004,
responsi ve managenment did a study and a survey of
hunters and why they quit hunting. One of the
things they found was there's a lack of tine to
hunt as rmuch as people would like to. So I think
we shoul d give people as nmuch tine as they would
like to have. And also, in the words of one of ny
friends, he said that this flexibility allows a
hunter to hunt when you want to and what you want
to, so | think that's very telling

Al so, for the children, I know in nost
school districts where | live the first day of
hunting season is a holiday; they go hunting.
think that's inportant to keep that concurrent
season for that reason. |s there any other
comments? |f not, we have an anendnent to, in
effect, for wildlife managenent units 2B, 2G 3C,
4B, to delete the portion that would have buck
hunting for the first five days and have a
concurrent season for the remai nder of the season
and to nmake those units concurrent just |ike the
rest of the state.

Wth that said, all in favor of the
amendment, signify by saying aye.

Those opposed, say no.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Vote taken.)

VR. DELANEY:

Can we have a raise of

hands here, it's alittle bit easier.

THE PRESI DENT: W are voting on the

amendrment to change 2B, 2G 3C and 4B fromthe

first five days of being buck only and the second

week concurrent to having the whol e season

concurrent like the other wildlife units in the

second itemon page 11. Al those in favor of this

amendrment, raise your right hand.

Al'l

hand.

t hose opposed,

(Vote taken.)

MR. DELANEY:
votes for the anendnent,
| sabel | a and four

THE PRESI DENT:

no votes.

rai se your right

The vote tally is three
Conmi ssioners Hill, Pal one and
It appears the anmendnent fails.

Thank you. Are there

any other anendnents to page 11? |If not, we'll
nove on to page 12, bear season
MR. DELANEY: | have an amendnment to

of fer.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Del aney.

VR, DELANEY:

season, hal fway down the page,

amendnent t hat

will

Pertai ning to bear
there will be one
offer and | guess it's kind
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of a two-prong approach. Actually, the anendnent
will be to delete wildlife managenent unit 3D from
t he extended season and that was scheduled to run
for 3D Decenber 3rd through the 6th.

W want to delete that, after
consultation with the wildlife managenent
conm ttee, and the Board of Conm ssioners, to
support the deletion and renoval of the extended
seasons in wldlife managenment unit 3D, which takes
in nost of Pike and Monroe County, that's in
nort heastern Pennsyl vania, and we felt that we
received the desired results with bringing the bear
i n check.

THE PRESIDENT: | just didn't want to
get into a | ong discussion yet.

MR. DELANEY: GCkay. The notion will
be to delete 3D and add wildlife managenent units
4C, 4D, 4E, Decenber 3rd through the 6th.

THE PRESI DENT: Do we have a second
to Conmi ssioner Del aney's notion?

COWM SSI ONER BOOP:  Madane Presi dent,

I will second Comni ssioner Del aney's notion, but
woul d note by point of order that 4C is already
there. | don't think that has to be in the

amendrment, if Conmi ssioner Del aney woul d accept
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t hat.

MR. DELANEY: | understand that. What
I will do then is rewite that and say we will
remove 3D and we will add 4D and 4E

COWM SSION BOOP:  |'Il second his
amendnent in that fashion.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Boop, second.
Conmi ssi oner Del aney, is there discussion on the
amendnent ?

MR. DELANEY: No, thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her discussion
about the bear season? M. Boop

COWM SSI ONER BOOP:  Yes, just
briefly. W have -- and | think it's well-
docunented a | arge nunber of bear conplaints,
particular in 4D, the one nmanagenent unit that was
added, and to a | esser extent in 4E.

| know t here have been extensive
di scussions with M. DuBrock and with the Wldlife
Management Bureau and | know there's still some
thought that we really believe, some of us as
Conmi ssi oners, doing, in essence, what would be a
carve-out, which is what we've done in the
Wl liamsport area, which would be an even nore

appropri ate approach than targeting the entire
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managenment unit, but we know there's hesitancy to
do that.

I'mgoing to support this amendnent
today and |'ve seconded it, but | would hope that
when we get to April, that we can continue to | ook,
because | don't think we want to target the bears
necessarily in the state forest areas of 4D and
4E. We're nore concerned where they conme down into
t he suburban areas and we do think that a target or
carve-out approach would work better than in the
whol e management unit. So | just ask that we do
continue to look at that till April.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her
di scussi on?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Madane President, |
concur with Conm ssioner Boop's conments, rather
than reiterate. | would Iike that for the record.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her
di scussi on? W have an anendnent on the floor on
page 12, bear, any age, the season is Decenber 3rd
t hrough Decenber 6th. W are going to delete
wi I dlife management unit 3D and add w | d nmanagenent
units 4D and 4E. Al those of favor of the
amendment, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)
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THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed,
signi fy by saying no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The vote passed
unani nousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Are there
any ot her anmendnents to page 12 that anyone has?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. We're going to
page 13. Any anendnments to page 13?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. Page 14, as
noted in the cormmentary, we added wildlife
managenent unit 4D to the bobcat season. Are there
any anmendnents to page 14?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Madane President.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR, SCHLEIDEN: We have a bl ue
repl acenent page for 14 and the reason for that is

there is one added footnote and it refers back to

the deer season. It's footnote nunber 8. That
amendnent was nade, failed, so we still have to
vote on that. |In that regard, if the season bag

l[imt is passed as we have them now, then this
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footnote will replace -- this is referring to the
study -- it's item8, it says, Season changes in
wi I dlife managenment units 2B, 2G 3C, 4B are for
the purpose of a four-year study, which nust be
conpl eted before additional units are nodified.

So | make a notion we have added
f oot not e nunber 8.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

MR. | SABELLA: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.
W have an amendnent to 14, footnote nunber 8,
season changes of WMUs 2B, 2G 3C and 4B for the
pur pose of a four-year study, which nust be
conpl eted before additional units are nodified.

Al'l those in favor of the anendnent --

COWM SSI ONER BOOP: Excuse ne. | want
to offer a discussion at the appropriate tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay.

COW SSI ONER BOOP: | guess just as a
poi nt of order, on this anendnent by Comm ssi oner
Schl eiden, | believe that the Wldlife Managenent
Conmittee and the reconmendati on of the senior
staff was a three-to four-year study. This

not ati on says four, but nore inportantly, | would
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just like to note that | don't think legally this
Board has the ability to bind future boards to
change based on changi ng circunst ances.

Qobviously, if we would have an
out break of disease or sonething el se would occur,
future boards woul d have to be able to have the
ability to nake changes based on changi ng
circunstances. So | understand the purpose of what
is being offered, but | just would like to note for
pur poses of the record, | don't believe this
conmi ssion of it would be legally binding on future
boar ds.

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Madane President.
Again, | find nyself agreeing with counsel. |
beli eve that, M. Boop, the Board adds footnote 8,
the board can al so renove footnote 8 in the future
if necessary. |It's basically a statenent of the
intent and the study. That's how!| read it, that's
how | offered it. That's ny intent. | feel that
we change things at every neeting, so that can be
changed. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her discussion?

MR HLL: | would like to address
M. Boop's comment. W're perfectly entitled to

nmake a statement on our present intent. Should
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hi story not record this adequately, the intent of
this is to record a study and |'ve seen enough in
the press, in ny short two and a half years, that
notes the history is not long renenbered in sonme of
these inportant itens.

So the focus of this and the focus of
nmy concern and ny anmendnent was the study. | think
we are perfectly entitled to that and we're not
attenpting to bind anyone legally. W are trying
to do, just nenorialize what we have. That's all
have to say.

THE PRESI DENT: Any other comments
about the amendnent? |If not, | will ask those in
favor of the anmendnment, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, say no.

COW SSI ONER BOOP:  No.

MR, DELANEY: Madane President, it
appears it's not unaninous. Can | see everyone's
hand on this vote, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Those in favor of the
amendment rai se your right hand.

Those opposed, sane sign.

(Vote taken.)

MR. DELANEY: You were a no vote?
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THE PRESIDENT: |'ma no vote.

MR. DELANEY: Five yes, two no votes,
Conmi ssi oners Pal one and Boop. Theanendnment passes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now, we
have went through all the season bag Iimts and
made our anendnents to all the pages, and | will
need a notion to approve the season and bag limts
as anended

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Commi ssi oner |sabell a.
Second?

MR. SCHREFFLER:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Schreffler. 1Is
there any di scussion on approving the season and
bag limts as anended? |If not, all those in favor
of the seasons and bag linmts, signify by saying
aye.

Al'l those opposed, no.

(Vote taken.)

VMR. DELANEY: Madane President,
unani nous vote on the anendnent to approve our
seasons and bag limts.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. W have
some other wildlife managenment things we need to

take care of. W were on page 14.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. BECHTEL: We are on page 15 of the
agenda, 58 Pa. Code Section 139.17. A uniform
system of wildlife management units or WWMJs was
i mpl emented in 2003 to replace the system of
nmul tiple, species-specific managenent units.

The primary objective of this new
managenent unit systemwas to sinplify regul ations
and devel op and i npl ement managenent deci sions on a
system of nore honbgenous units based on
physi ography, | and cover and use, human popul ati on
density, and | and ownership. Boundaries were
defined using recogni zabl e physi cal | andscape
features.

At the time of the approval of new
units, it was agreed to evaluate the use of the
units after five years. The 2007-2008 season will
mark the fifth year. |nput on possible changes to
WWUs was solicited from Game Conmi ssion
headquarters and region staff. WIdlife population
and harvest data al so was anal yzed. Recomended
changes were relatively few.

The followi ng WW map revisions are
proposed: 1) The boundary between 2C and 2E near
Ebensburg was not clear on the state hi ghway map or

on the ground and needed correction; 2) New hi ghway
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construction around Lew stown has changed the
location of the U S. Traffic Route 22, the boundary
bet ween 4B and 4D, requiring a map correction; 3)
The boundary between 3B and 3C between Towanda and
Tunkhannock is U S. Traffic Route 6, which closely
foll ows the Susquehanna River. Using the river as
the boundary will reduce hunter access problens and
property split problens and better-align WW and
townshi p boundaries; 4) Due to continuing increases
i n hurman popul ati on in southeast Pennsylvania, it
is desirable to expand 5C around Readi ng and
Al l entown, affecting boundaries with 5B, 4C and
3D.

The outline map that follows on page
16 of the agenda includes the noted boundary
adjustnents to the existing systemof 22 WWs.
These proposed changes to WWMJ boundaries will have
m ni mal inmpact on wildlife databases.

The Executive Director and staff
reconmend the Conmi ssion approve this change.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. On
page 16 is a map of the proposed new wildlife
managenent unit boundaries. |s there a notion to
accept ?

MR, SCHREFFLER: So noved
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THE PRESI DENT: M. Schreffler. Is
there a second?

MR | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: W have a nption to
nodi fy the wildlife managenent unit boundary. |Is
there any discussion about it? M. Boop.

COW SSI ONER BOOP: | was | ooki ng
forward to the five-year review and we have that
matter before us now and | think that the changes
that are indicated in this proposed agenda item are
appropriate. | am however, sonmewhat disappointed
that we could not take further steps to reduce the
size of sone of the managenent units. | think even
the experts who | ooked at our program from out of
state have indicated that one of the concerns is
the size of the managenent units.

So |'mnot going to oppose the agenda
item but | would hope that as we go forward and
resources would allow, that we could continue to
| ook at reducing the size of sonme of these
managenent units that span 11 nore counties. |
just think it's difficult to manage on the ground
that |large a mass. That's my comment.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any ot her

di scussion? | would just ask Cal to address that.
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I know that you've addressed it before about naking
the managenent units smaller, and why don't we do
that right now

MR, DUuBROCK: | think it's clearly
under stood by nost of the Board, certainly by al
of the Board, actually, but the nmanagenent units
are quite large, and to function the anmount of data
that we have for naking decisions, | concur with
Conmi ssi on Boop's comrents. W are constantly
| ooki ng at opportunities to reduce the size of
managenent units and we will continue to do so

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her discussion?
If not, all those in favor of nmodifying the
boundaries of the wildlife managenment units on page
16, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, say no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Unani nmous vote, Madane
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Del aney. Page 17.

MR. BECHTEL: The next itemon the
agenda is to amend 58 Pa. Code 139.2, 141.1 and

141.41. The Gane and WIldlife Code (Title 34)
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directs the Commi ssion to promnul gate such

regul ations as it deens necessary and appropriate
to protect, preserve and manage wildlife, including
permitting or prohibiting hunting or furtaking, the
ways, manner, nethods and neans of hunting or
furtaking, and the health and safety of persons who
hunt or take wildlife or may be in the vicinity of
persons who hunt or take game or wildlife in this
Comonweal th. The designation of special

regul ations areas is based on this authority and

i ncl udes our nost devel oped areas in the
Commonweal t h, whi ch have been historically defined
by county.

Wth the advent of wildlife managenent
unit based seasons and bag linmits, the retention of
county-based special regul ati on areas has added
consi der abl e confusi on anong hunters and the
public. To renedy this problem and at the sane
time facilitate inplenentation of other agency
obj ectives, we are proposing that special
regul ati ons areas be redefined wildlife nmanagenent
units. The text of these changes are found on
pages 17 through 19.

The Executive Director and staff

recomrend the Conmi ssion approve these changes.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Do | hear

a notion?

MR | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a second to the notion?

MR, DELANEY: 1'll second that notion.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there a discussion?

MR. | SABELLA: Madane President, |
would like to offer an anendnent to table this
proposal .

THE PRESI DENT: Okay. W have an
amendnent to table the agenda item |Is there a
second?

MR, DELANEY: 1'll second that notion.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there a discussion?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wth no di scussion, |
woul d ask for a vote to table the anendnent to
table the itens for seasons and bag linits on page
17 through 19. Al those in favor, say aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

MR, SCHREFFLER: No.

MR. DELANEY: Madane President, the
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vote is six yes, one no vote. The amendnent to
tabl e passes.

THE PRESI DENT: So itens on pages 17
through 19 will be tabled. Page 20.

MR, BECHTEL: Page 20. The next item
on the agenda is found on page 20, vote to anend 58
Pa. Code Sections 141.48, 143.203 and 143. 206 and
143. 207.

The Commi ssion recently redesigned al
the el k managenent areas/units found within the
Commonweal th's north central region as el k hunt
zones. This redesignation is reflected in the
Conmi ssion's el k managenent plan as well as in the
Hunting and Trappi ng Digest; however, this change
is not properly reflected in current regul ations.
Therefore, in an effort to correct this |ack of
consi stency, the Commi ssion is proposing to amend
Sections 141.48 and 143. 203 and 143. 206 and 143. 207
by redesigning el k managenent areas/units as elk
hunt zones. The text of this amendnent is found on
pages 20 and 21 of your agenda.

The Executive Director and staff
reconmmend the Conmi ssion approve this change.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. 1Is

there a notion?
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MR | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a second?

MR, SCHREFFLER:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Commi ssioner
Schreffler. |Is there a discussion on this agenda?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: No di scussi on.
There's a notion on the floor to accept the changes
that are on pages 20 and 21 of our agenda. Al
those in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The agenda item passes
unani nmousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Page 22.

MR, BECHTEL: The next itemon the
agenda is to anmend 58 Pa. Code Section 147.701
Several changes in bobcat regul ati ons are being
proposed. Bobcat-taking pernits were authorized in
2000 after 30 years of protection and 15 years of
i ntensive research. Initially, harvest

opportunities were quite Iimted by geographic area
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and restricted to resident furtakers. As the
season has expanded in scope and permts now exceed
1,000 annual ly, nonresident furtakers have
i ncreasingly expressed an interest in applying for
the bobcat permt draw ng.

Nonresidents currently are afforded
the opportunity to be permtted as bobcat guides
only. Nonresident furtakers nake up | ess than one
percent of licensed furtakers in Pennsylvania and
pay four tinmes the resident price for their
license. This proposed rule making woul d permt
nonresi dent furtakers to subnit an application for
the bobcat permt drawi ng beginning in 2008 and to
receive a permt if drawn.

Begi nning in 2003, the Comn ssion
began awardi ng preference points to individuals who
apply for and do not receive a bobcat harvest
during a given year. This preference point system
was designed to increnentally increase the
profitability of receiving a permt each year that
an applicant is unsuccessful. Bobcat permts are
awar ded using a random conputer drawi ng from an
appl i cant dat abase, which is maintained by the
Bur eau of Aut onmated Technol ogy Servi ces.

The nunber of preference points is
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applied to the applicant's name prior to the
drawi ng. Under this system the odds of being

sel ected increase significantly as points are
accrued, but new applicants always have a chance of
bei ng sel ected. Applicants who are sel ected and
receive a pernmt are prohibited fromapplying the
following year and their preference points are set
back to zero.

Because the sel ection process is
random it is possible that, under the current
system a person can maintain maxi num preference
poi nts and never be selected to receive a permt.
It is also possible -- and this has occurred
nunerous tines -- that applicants may be sel ected
to receive a permt multiple tinmes throughout the
years while sone applicants are never drawn. Sone
bobcat permit applicants see these situations as
i nequi t abl e.

We believe that the sel ection process
can be nodified to provide guaranteed permts to
applicants wi th maxi num preference points, but due
to random events, fail to receive a pernmit. Mdels
based on past trends in the applicant database
suggest that we can provide this benefit w thout

negati ng the chance of a new applicant receiving a
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permt or significantly reducing the odds of
applicants with | esser preference-point status.

The designation of a maxi mum
preference of six or seven points would result in
100 to 350 pernits guaranteed during a given year
with the remaining permts allocated by random
drawi ng. This proposed rul e naking woul d inpl emrent
this permt selection process change begi nning with
the 2008 bobcat season.

Finally, changes are proposed to
update the regulations to reflect the current
operational tagging procedures used in the bobcat
managenment program These changes are found on
pages 23 through 24 of the agenda.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend the Conmi ssion approve these changes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad.

We have a proposal to nodify the
bobcat hunting season and taggi ng procedure. Do
hear a notion?

MR. SCHLEI DEN:  Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT:  Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Conmi ssi oner
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Isabella. |Is there any discussion of the
proposal ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the notion, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Unani nous.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. The | ast
thing for the Bureau of Wldlife Managenent, we
want to set these licenses for the upcom ng el k
season and | think we have a handout about that.

MR, DuBROCK: What has been
distributed is a recormendation for the Novenber
2008 el k season, the nunber of |icenses for that.
W' re reconmendi ng, as biol ogist John DeBerti
nenti oned yesterday, 40 |licenses for the Novenber
2008 season, 15 antlered, 25 antlerless. This is
very simlar to what had been allocated in 2007,
actually, the same nunmber. There's a slight
redi stribution, |I would point out, contrast with
2007.

In 2007, | believe there were two
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antlered and 2 antlerless in unit 4, and given | ow
hunter success there and also a nuch smaller elk
popul ation in that particular unit, we
redi stributed one antlered and one antlerless
license to elk hunt zone 7 and 8, but maintain two
tags in unit 4, resulting in the same total of
number of licenses. So that is what is being
proposed for the Novenber 2008 year.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. |Is there a
notion to approve the recommended el k |icenses?

MR. | SABELLA: Mbti on.

THE PRESI DENT:  Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a second?

COW SSI ON SCHREFFLER  Second

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schreffler. |Is there any discussion about the
noti on?

COW SSI ONER BOOP:  Madane Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Conmi ssioner
Boop.

COWM SSI ONER BOOP: W had di scussed
this, and | realize in light of the realignment of
some of the zones that the nerit in this proposed
nunber for this year, with the expandi ng range of

the el k and the expanding herd, | would hope that
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the setting of these new zones, that we could | ook
for increased hunter opportunities in the next year
in the hope that we could seriously |Iook at
expandi ng the nunber of permits in the next |icense
year. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her di scussion?

MR. SCHLEIDEN: In Iight of
Conmmi ssi oner Boop's comments, during the briefing
yesterday, | noticed that the herd went from about
600 to 700, was 600, an estimte of 650 to 700, and
| agree, | think that with the zones being spread
out and the hunter interest being there, | would
like to offer an amendnment -- a very m ninmum
amendrment, | mght add -- to add five nore |licenses
to the total; the sex and zones to be determn ned by
the Executive Director hinself.

That is ny amendnent. That woul d be
five nore. That's |less than a ten-percent
i ncrease.

THE PRESI DENT: Do we have a second to
M. Schl ei den' s anmendnent ?

MR. | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.
W have an amendnent on the floor to add five nore

| icenses to the 2008 Novenmber el k hunt, and the sex
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and zones for these |icenses would be determ ned by
the Executive Director and the staff. |s there any
di scussi on about this anendment ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. All those in
favor of the anmendnent, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed to
t he amendnent ?

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Unani mous vote, Madane
Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now, back
to the original Novenber elk licenses. | would
like to have a notion to --

MR. SCHLEI DEN: You have a notion.

THE PRESIDENT: | would like to have a
vote on the reconmended el k |icenses as anended.
There will be a total of 45 elk licenses. All
those in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Anmendnent passes
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unani mousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Del aney. Thank you Cal for all your
hel p and input this week. You've been great.

W are going to have a break for about
15 mnutes and then we will resume at 10: 20.

(Recess at 10:07 a.m)

(Reconvened at 10:24 a.m)

THE PRESIDENT: | would like to
reconvene the neeting. W are going to switch
gears here and hear fromthe Bureau of Wldlife
Protection. Rich Palmer is our bureau director
he'll be coming up to the podium

W are on page 25 of the agenda.

MR. BECHTEL: The following itens
rel ate to Adopted Rul e Making, adoptions of
proposed anendnents to Section 141.20. To
effectively nmanage the wildlife resources of this
Conmmonweal t h, the Game Conmission, at its Cctober
2, 2007 neeting, proposed the follow ng change:
Amend Section 141.20, relating to protected
material, required to elimnate the protected
material requirenent for the spring turkey season.
The text of this is found on page 26 of your

agenda.
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The Executive Director and staff
recomrend final adoption of this amendnment to 58
Pa. Code as shown on Exhibit A

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad.

Is there a notion for the protected
material fluorescent orange?

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.
Is there a second?

MR. HILL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second. |s there any
di scussi on of the proposal ?

MR | SABELLA:  Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.

MR. | SABELLA: Again, all this
proposal really neans is -- |I'msorry, final
adoption -- if you want to wear orange during the
season, you can go ahead and wear it. This doesn't
nmean you don't have to wear it. |If you feel safe,
if you want to feel safe, you bring an orange hat
with you. 1've got to be honest with you. 1've
hunted on Gane Land 326 and | intend to have an
orange hat with me just in case. |It's not saying
you can't wear orange. If you want to, it's

vol unt ary.
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THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her discussion?
M. Schreffler.

MR, SCHREFFLER: | would just like to
say that | heard from sone of our hunters concerned
about this particular proposal. | mnyself have
reservations about this proposal and the safety
inmplications. To me, the loss of just one life
because of the change would be too nmany, but the
facts and the record that were presented to nme by
staff and others that | have researched nake for a
difficult decision for me and | don't really see
that fluorescent orange is making a great deal of
di fference here.

| would like to mention, if this is
passed, | would ask the agency staff to closely
nonitor the safety inplications and that the
Pennsyl vani a Turkey Federation increase its efforts

for hunter safety and if our hunter incidents

increase, |'msure that the Board of Conm ssioners
will revisit this item And so with that, |
concl ude.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, M.
Schreffler. Any other discussion of the proposal ?
MR HLL: | would like to make a

bri ef comment.
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THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssioner Hill.

MR, HLL: Wth all of our regulations
as to hunter safety, the person nost often best
able to keep a hunter safe is the hunter hinself
and to avoid an injury. W have faith in hunters
in a nunber of areas. Just be sure of your target
and | think the data well supports this decision.
I'"mconfortable with it. | have faith in the
hunters. W have a 15-year record of hunter
safety. The initiation of the orange supports
this. [I'mhappy to vote for it.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her discussion?

M. Boop.
COWM SSI ONER BOOP: | echo what
Commi ssioner H Il said. M coments exactly.
THE PRESI DENT: Anyone el se?
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: W thout further
di scussion then, we'll vote on the final adoption

on pages 26 and 27 regarding the use of fluorescent
orange during the spring turkey season. All those
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say

no.
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(No response.)

MR, DELANEY: Unani nous, Madane
Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Page 28.

MR, BECHTEL: The next item actually
appears on page 27, Adoption of Proposed
Anmendments. The exhibit is on page 28 and it shows
that to effectively manage the wildlife resources
of this Commonweal th, the Game Conmission, at its
Cct ober 2, 2007 neeting, proposed the follow ng
change: Amend Section 143.12, relating to hunter
education training, to permt the Comrission to
wai ve hunter education course registration fees for
its staff and volunteer instructors.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend final adoption of this amendnment to 58
Pa. Code as shown on Exhibit B on page 28.

THE PRESI DENT: Do | hear a notion?

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
|sabella. |Is there a second?

MR. SCHREFFLER:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there any
di scussi on?

(No response.)
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THE PRESI DENT: W have a nption to
approve Exhibit B on page 28 relating to hunter
education training. Al those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Mbotion passed
unani mousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Page 29.

MR. BECHTEL: The next item concerns
adoption of proposed amendnments to Chapter 147
Subchapter V, Sections 147.761 to 147.765. To
ef fectively manage the wildlife resources of this
Commonweal th, the Game Commission, at its Cctober
2, 2007 neeting, proposed the follow ng change:
Amend Chapter 147 by addi ng Subchapter V, relating
to agricultural damage depredation permt, to
define and create the regulatory structure
necessary to inplenent the new agricultural danmage
depredation permt programw thin this
Commonweal t h.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend final adoption of this amendnment to 58

Pa. Code as shown on Exhibit C, which is pages 30
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through 32 of your agenda.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do |
hear a notion?

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
| sabell a. Second?

MR, SCHLEI DEN:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: |s there any
di scussi on about the danage depredation permt?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Hearing none, all in
favor of the nmotion, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Seven yeses; unani nbus,
Madame President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Qur next
itemis on page 33

MR. BECHTEL: This item concerns the
adopti on of proposed anendnents to Section 140.4
and Chapter 147 by addi ng Subchapter W Sections
147.781 and 147.785. To effectively nanage the
wildlife resources of this Commonweal th, the Gane

Commi ssion, at its October 2, 2007 neeting,
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proposed the followi ng change: Amend Section
141. 4, relating to hunting hours, and add
Subchapter W Sections 147.781 through 147.785 to
Chapter 147 relating to snow goose conservation
hunt permit, to define and create the regulatory
structure necessary to inplenent the new snow goose
conservation hunt programw thin this Comonweal t h.

The Executive Director and staff
recomend final adoption of this anmendnment to 58
Pa. Code as shown on Exhibit D on pages 34 and 35
of your agenda.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Do | hear
a notion --

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Do | hear a notion for
the snow goose conservation pernit?

MR. | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner |sabell a.
Is there a second?

MR. SCHREFFLER: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Schreffler. |Is
there any di scussion regardi ng the snow goose
conservation hunt?

MR. PALMER: | believe there was going

to be a floor anendnent.
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THE PRESI DENT: W have an anendnent
to the goose hunt permt. W have a replacenent
for page 35. | would ask Rich Pal mer to discuss
this amendment with us.

MR, PALMER: \What the anendnent does,
it specifies within the snow goose conservation
season -- and again | think | should clarify for
everyone, both the board and the public -- that
this regulation is going to be based upon the
passage of the federal rule.

The record of the decision and the
final rule has to be published in the federa
regi ster prior to authorizing Pennsylvania to adopt
this season. That was originally planned for
sometinme in February. The latest information that
we have is that the rul e-making process is held up
within the Departnent of Interior and the
solicitor's office.

However, in order for us to be able to
i mpl erent the season, what we need to do is have
this regulation in place now. \Wat it does is,
under 147.781, it authorizes the Executive Director
to specify the tinme period when this hunt can take
pl ace, which will be within the federal guidelines

once the rule is published. The anendnment is
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sinmply under 147.783 and it's really a
clarification |l anguage to say that, again, under
this season, there's a nunber of allowances that we
are anticipating the federal rule to all ow

One of themthat we wanted to mmke
clear that we would allow is the extension of
shooti ng hours under 140.14. W changed the
| anguage in Cto make sure we clarified which of
those extra all owances we're anticipating the
federal rules to authorize, that we wanted to
authorize within this regul ation.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Do | hear
a notion to accept this anmendnent?

MR. SCHREFFLER: Moti on.

MR. | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schreffler; seconded by Conm ssioner |sabella. Any
di scussi on by the Conmm ssioners of this anendnent?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: Madane President.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR, SCHLEIDEN. | think it's very
i nportant that we enphasize to the public and the
hunters the fact that we are passing this, but it's

subject to federal, and maybe in the press rel ease,
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but the enphasis here, talking with the Executive
Director, the fact that we can control that even if
they see this, | want to do it because they have to
call here for a pernmit; is that correct?

MR. PALMER: That is correct.

MR, SCHLEIDEN: They don't necessarily
call the region, they call -- or do they call the
regi on?

MR, PALMER: | believe the way we're
going to have this set up is done directly through
Harri sburg.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: There woul dn't be any
chance of sonebody getting in trouble before the
feds pass it?

MR. PALMER: No, the federal rule has
to pass first before we have the state
aut horization to do it; besides the fact we thought
it was prudent to have it in place this year, the

regulation, as is witten and anended, would still

be in place for the followng year. If this does
happen for next season, then we'll already be ready
to go.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Rich. Any

further discussion of the anendnent?
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Ckay. W have an
amendrment on page 35 Section 147.783 part C. A
those of favor of the amendnment, signify by saying
aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The amendnent passes
unani mously, ©Madame President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now, |
woul d ask that we woul d approve the snow goose
conservation hunt as anended. |s there a notion
for that?

MR. | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
| sabella. Second?

MR, SCHREFFLER: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the final adoption of the snow goose conservation
hunt, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed,

signi fy by saying no.
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(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The ayes support seven
yes votes, unani nous.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, M.

Del aney. Now to page 36.

MR, BECHTEL: On page 36 of your
agenda appears the adoption of proposed amendnents
to Section 143.52. To effectively nmanage the
wildlife resources of this Commonweal th, the Gane
Conmi ssion, at its Cctober 2, 2007 neeting,
proposed the followi ng change: Amend Section
143.52, relating to the procedure for unlinited
antlerless licenses, to change the over-the-counter
sales date fromthe third Monday in Septenber to
the second Monday in Septenber in order to permt
county treasurers to begin accepting and processing
antl erl ess deer applications prior to the opening
day of the new archery season in wildlife
managenment units 2B, 5C and 5D

The Executive Director and staff
recommend final adoption of this amendnment to 58
Pa. Code as shown on Exhibit E on page 37 of your
agenda.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do I

hear a notion for final adoption?
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THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl eiden. |Is there a second?

MR | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there any discussion of the
proposal ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor,
signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

MR, DELANEY: Unani nous, Madane
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we
will go to Proposed Rul e Making. These are the
itenms on the agenda that are brought up for the
first tinme, page 38.

MR, BECHTEL: On page 38 of your
agenda appears a proposal to anend 58 Pa. Code

Section 141.45. On June 30 of 2007, Governor

Rendel | signed into | aw Senate Bill 580, Act 18 of

2007. This legislation effectively anended Section

2383 of the Code to create an exception to

prohi bition against the use of dogs to hunt big

gane by specifically permtting the use of a dog to
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during fall wild turkey season.

Wth the passage of this |egislation,
58 Pa. Code Section 143.45, relating to turkey,
nmust be anended in order to nmaintain consistency
with the recently-anmended statute. Therefore, the
Conmi ssion is proposing to amend Section 141.45 to
renove the regulatory prohibition against the use
of dogs while hunting wild turkey. The anendnent
appears below, the text of the commentary, on page
38.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend the Conmi ssion approve this change.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do
hear a notion for this change?

MR. | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
| sabella. 1s there a second?

MR, SCHLEI DEN:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl ei den.  Any di scussi on about this proposal ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the proposal, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Those opposed, say no.

(No response.)

MR, DELANEY: Unani nous, Madane
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we
will go on to page 39. | want to, for those in the
audi ence, this is proposed rule naking, we have a
repl acenent page 40, but we do not have to do any
amendnents since this is just a proposal, but page
40 is different fromthe original. Brad.

MR. BECHTEL: This is a proposal to
amend 58 Pa. Code Section 137.1. Currently,
Section 137.1 requires a person inporting lawfully
acquired wildlife or parts thereof for a nenagerie,
educational or scientific purposes to obtain an
importation permt, but does not require an
inmportation permt for exotic wildlife dealer or
exotic wildlife possession permt hol ders.

In an effort to create consistency in
the regul ati ons and i ncrease the Comnm ssion's
capabilities to address wildlife epidem ol ogi cal
concerns, the Comm ssion is proposing to amend
Section 137.1, relating to inportation, sale and
rel ease of certain wildlife, to specifically

require propagation, exotic wildlife deal er and
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acquire an inportation pernmt prior to inporting
any wildlife into this Commonweal t h.

The Commission is also proposing to
amend Section 137.1, to prohibit the inportation,
possession, sale and rel ease of all nonhuman
pri mat es and the Conure- Nanday, sonetines referred
to as the Bl ack-hooded Parakeet, in response to
humman heal th/safety and wildlife habitat health
purposes. The actual text appears on page 39 and
40.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend the Conmi ssion approve these changes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do
hear a notion for this proposal ?

MR. | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
| sabella. 1s there a second?

MR H LL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Conmi ssi oner
HIl. 1'mgoing to ask for discussion, but during
this tine, also, 1"'mgoing to ask Rich Palner to
expl ai n our replacenment page 40.

MR. PALMER:  The repl acenment page

essentially changes item 137.1(a)(9) and it renobves
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t he Conure-Nanday specific |anguage fromthe
restriction.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. |Is there
any di scussion by the Comi ssioners? Comi ssioner
| sabel | a.

MR. | SABELLA: Madane President, after
hearing all the testinony about Conure-Nandays, |
think I want to go out and buy one.

THE PRESIDENT: | al so hear they cone
in different colors. Anyone el se?

MR, DELANEY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Commi ssi oner Del aney.

MR, DELANEY: | want to comend the
group that had a concern about that type of a bird
and | think you cane here and you presented your
case to us well and adequately with respect to the
board. | think that that allowed ne to better nake
ny decision, so | thank you for that.

THE PRESI DENT: Anyone el se would like
to comrent? Commi ssioner Hill

MR, HILL: | think the outpouring of
support for that bird rem nds me of the support we
have for our hunting dogs. | think you understand
how nmuch we | ove our dogs and | highly recomend

that you put the picture of that rascal riding on
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the back of your cat on YouTube. Wen | heard
that, | thought this is a special animal. Thank
you for your comments.

THE PRESI DENT: Anyone el se?

(No response.)

THE PRESIDENT: |If not, all those in
favor of the proposal signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

VMR. DELANEY: Madame President, the
vote i s unani nous.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Page 41.

MR, BECHTEL: On page 41 of your
agenda appears a proposal to anend 58 Pa. Codes
Chapter 143, Subchapter A, B, C, D, E and J and
Chapter 147, Subchapter R The Comm ssion has been
working in joint partnership with the Pennsyl vani a
Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssion to create and inpl enent
the Commonweal th's first point-of-sale |icensing
system

The Conmmi ssi on and the Pennsyl vani a
Fi sh and Boat Conmission intend to replace their

own i ndi vi dual paper-based |icensing systens with
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the common conmput er-based automated |icensing
system

| mpl enenting this conputerized point-
of -sale licensing systemw thin this Conmonweal th
will significantly streanline the application and
purchase process for custonmers, virtually elimnate
manual auditing and reporting for agents, and
provi de tremendous new el ectronic functionality to
assi st the Conmi ssion and the PFBC support staff in
nonitoring |license adnministration.

In addition, the data fromthe point-
of -sale licensing systemw || enable the Comi ssion
and t he Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssion to
noni tor license sales, create strategic business
pl ans based on trend anal ysis, and npst
importantly, create marketing plans based on nore
accurate custonmer denographics.

However, despite all the enornmous
progress achi eved so far, the Comm ssion staff have
identified the follow ng various provisions that
nmust be anmended to acconmpdate the point-of-sale
licensing systemprior to it beconing operational.
Those changes are shown on your agenda on pages 41
t hrough 52.

The Executive Director and staff
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recomrend the Conmi ssion approve these changes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do |
hear a notion for this proposal ?

COW SSI ONER BOOP: So npved.

MR, SCHREFFLER: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Boop, and
second, Conm ssioner Schreffler. |Is there any
di scussi on about the proposal ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in favor of
the proposal, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The proposal passes
unani nmousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Page 583,
Hunti ng Li cense Revocati ons.

MR. BECHTEL: Page 53 appears Hunting
Li cense Revocations. The Conm ssion, under the
authority of the Game and WIldlife Code, may revoke
any hunting license and furtaker's |license and deny
any person to secure a license or to hunt and

furtake anywhere in the Conmonwealth with or
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wi thout a |icense.

If said |icensee or person has been
convi cted or signed an acknow edgenent of violating
any provision of the Gane and Wl dlife Code, the
Conmmi ssi on nay revoke such |icenses for a period of
not to exceed three years for the first offense;
for a second or a subsequent offense, for such
period of time as the Conmm ssioner shall determ ne.

First, persons denied the right to
hunt or furtake in the Commonweal th through this
action are notified by certified mail that the
revocation will comrence July 1, 2008, and conti nue
for such period of tine as set forth follow ng the
i ndi vidual's nanme. The synbol RA neans the
revocati on was added to an existing revocation.

Second, in accordance with the
Admi nistrative Agency Law of April 28, 1978, the
person placed on revocati on has the opportunity for
an Admini strative Hearing concerning the hunting
license revocation. |If an Administrative Hearing
is requested, a petition for review nust be filed
at the Conmi ssion headquarters within 30 days from
the date of notice.

Unl ess deened in the best interest of

the Conmmi ssion by the Director or designee,
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hearings shall be conducted at the central office.
Hearings will be conducted in accordance with the
General Rules of Administrative Practice and
Procedure. The hearing itself will be conducted in
accordance with Chapter 35 of the Rules and Chapter
145 of the Pa. Code.

The Executive Director and the
Wldlife Protection Director recomend that the
Conmi ssi oner revoke the hunting and furtaking
privileges of the person's nanme by the Bureau of
WIldlife Protection. Such revocations shall becone
effective July 1, 2008, and shall continue for such
period of time and under the conditions set forth
foll owi ng each individual's nane.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. W
do have a list of individual names. | would ask
for a notion to accept these revocations.

MR, | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Second?

MR, HILL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssioner Hll.

Any di scussi on?
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of

these proposal, signify by saying aye.
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(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: The notion passes
unani nously, ©Madanme President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

That concludes our part of the agenda
for the Bureau of Wldlife Protection.

MR. PALMER | believe we have to
review item nunber 2, which was the page handed
out .

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR RCE: | thought it
was included in the overall revocation package.

MR PALMER: | think we have
i ndi vi dual comentary on each one because sone
renmai n the sane, sone were reduced, and sone were
overturned.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Director
Pal mer. W have a suppl ement concerni ng
Admi nistrative Hearings. There's four parts, A B,
C and D, so should we vote on those all at once or
each one separatel y?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR RCE: | think you

can vote on themall at once.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

84

MR. PALMER: That's fine.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: Do you need a notion?

THE PRESI DENT:  Yes.

MR. SCHLEI DEN: WMadane President, |
nmake a notion that we pass the itens on the blue
sheet in reference to the comentary and
recommendati on by the staff on items A, B and C by
the Executive Director. Each page nanes
i ndi vidual s and either reduces sentences, or
supports the original, and rescinds one. So that's
nmy notion, to accept all three, A, B and C, as
present ed.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Conmi ssi oner Schleiden. |Is there a second?

MR H LL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmissioner Hill. W
have a notion to accept the findings of these
Adm ni strative Hearings. All those in favor of the
recomendation, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Al those opposed,
signify by saying no.

(No response.)

VMR, DELANEY: Madane President, it's

unani nrous on the bl ue suppl enent, the vote.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Thank you,
Director Palmer. | apologize for trying to get rid
of you too fast.

MR. PALMER:  Thank you

THE PRESI DENT: The next part of the
agenda deals with the Bureau of WIldlife Habitat
Managenent and we have Director Capouillez here at
the podium W' re beginning on page 54.

MR, BECHTEL: The first itens relate
to acquisition. There are three options
reconmended for acquisition. Option No. 50054 is
one-half acre nore or less of land in North
Frankl in Townshi p, Washi ngt on County, shown on
Exhi bit RED 1 on page 56 of your agenda. This
tract is the Munt Weeler tower site used in
conjunction with the Comm ssion's radi o system

The option price is $1 lunp sum
Verizon is selling this site for $1 as part of a
package wherein the Comm ssion is agreeing to
rel ease Verizon fromits obligations to renove
towers and recl ai mand revegetate three other tower
sites on State Gane Lands No. 38, 91 and 170.

These other three radio towers will
al so be used in conjunction with the Conmi ssion's

radi o system
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Option No. 50013 is 4,968 nore or |ess
acres of land in Horton Township, Elk County,
adjoining State Gane Lands No. 44. This is shown
on Exhibit RED 2 on page 57 of your agenda. The
option price is $400 per acre to be paid from funds
previously escrowed by Penn State University as
part of the obligation to acquire replacenent |ands
in conjunction with the State Ganme Lands No. 176,
Conpartnment 5 | and exchange.

The option accepts and reserves al
timber, excluding conifers, 12 inches dianeter at
breast height or greater for a period of ten years
fromthe date of settlenent. This tract adjoins
the eastern boundary of State Ganme Land No. 44 for
nearly one mle and shares an existing gated road.
It will provide inproved hunter access to renote
portions of existing State Gane Land No. 44 as well
as open up thousands of acres previously posted no
trespassi ng.

Most of the property has been | ogged
or surface-mned with | arge herbaceous openi ngs
created during reclamation that are interspersed
with early successional stages of seedling,
sapling, forest growh conprised of m xed oak and

nort hern hardwoods. Deer, bear, turkey, grouse,
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rabbits, woodcock, foxes, coyotes and bobcats are
present on the tract.

Nuner ous grassland bird species such
as grasshopper sparrows, bobolinks and neadow ar ks
utilize the openings in the sumrer nonths.

Ri ngneck pheasants from | ocal stockings also take
advant age of the established herbaceous areas. The
North Central region envisions portions of this
tract will be used in the future for rel easing
pheasants and will provide excellent areas for
yout h pheasant hunting opportunities.

The third option, No. 50045, is
1,555.6 nore or |less acres of land in Horton
Townshi p, Elk County, near State Ganme Land 44 shown
on Exhibit RED 3 on page 58 of your agenda.

The option price is $400 per acre.
Settlenent on the real property shall occur only if
the settlenent sinultaneously includes the sale and
paynent for tinber growing on the property in the
amount of $1, 322,260. The purchase price for the
land and the tinber is to be paid fromfunds
previously escrowed by Penn State University as
part of the obligation to acquire replacenent |ands
in conjunction with the State Gane Land No. 176,

Conmpartment 5 | and exchange.
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Approxi mately, half of the property is
woodl ands conpri sed of m xed oak and northern
hardwoods. The ot her half has been surface-ni ned
and recl ai med over the last 20 years with grasses,
bl ack | ocust and conifers. These extensive
grasslands will add inmportant small gane habitat to
State Gane Land No. 44 that is predom nantly
forested. The stream bottons contain areas that
have not been tinbered or mned and have stands of
hem ock, white pine and har dwoods.

The El k County chapter of Pheasants
Forever has been involved in some | arge pheasant
habi tat recovery projects near this property and
future managenment directed toward snall gane
managenment woul d greatly conplinment their efforts.
Access to the property is enhanced from Brandy Canp
Road, Townshi p Road 2002, and fromold | oggi ng and
m ni ng roads.

The Executive Director and staff
reconmmend the options |isted above be accepted and
the Comm ssion authorize the Bureau of Wldlife and
Habi t at Managenent to proceed with the acquisition
of these tracts.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad.

there a notion for these acquisitions?
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MR | SABELLA: Moti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. 1s there a second?

MR H LL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Commi ssioner
H1l. 1s there any discussion?

MR. DELANEY: Yes. Commrent, | guess,
just on this acquisition. W heard fromsnall gane
hunters that we don't hear of too often, and as an
avi d pheasant hunter nyself, | think this is just
huge for small ganme hunting in Pennsylvania. Not
only has Pheasants Forever taken the |ead for
starts in habitat work, | think the Gane Conmi ssion
recogni zes how inportant this is because it is
excel lent snmall gane habitat.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Any other
di scussion? M. Capouillez, do you have anything
to add?

MR, CAPQUILLEZ: Yes, ma'am | would
be amiss if | wouldn't recogni ze Denny Dusza on
this. You |look at this particular acquisition and
the conplexity that's gone on here -- we initially
got the Penn State nonies back in 2003, and for
four years we've been working on different tracts

of land we were trying to acquire to replace snal



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

90
ganme habitat.

| know Denny was up on this tract --
in fact, the landowner specifically told ne he
t hought he was going to have to give Denny an
of fice because Denny was up there so nuch
constantly working to try to get this tract
acquired for us. And at the rate of $400 an acre
is extrenely unheard of.

So not only with the north central
regi on being involved with our real estate
di vision, Dennis Neideigh and Brad Bechtel put --
there was a | ot of work went behind getting us to
this point.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. [|'11
concur with that. You all have done a wonderful
job in getting this land for us. W have a notion
on the floor to accept these acquisitions. Al
those in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Motion passes
unani mousl y.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we go
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over to page 59.

MR. BECHTEL: There are two donations
on the agenda today: Option No. 500444, 45.74 nore
or less acres of land in Eldred Townshi p, MKean
County, adjoining State Game Land No. 301 as shown
be on Exhibit RED 4 on page 60 of your agenda.

Dom nion Transmi ssion, Inc. is
purchasing this tract as required conpensatory
mtigation by the United States Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers for wetland inpacts associated with
constructing a pipeline. This tract will be deeded
directly to the Conmi ssion.

The property will be acquired and
subj ected to the covenants that the property shal
be used and nmi ntained in accordance with the Game
and WIldlife Code for wildlife habitat and
conservation, and that the property shall not have
ti mber renmoved according to a pernanent deed
restriction required by the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers, referencing project permt
nunber 200300942.

Thirteen acres of the tract are
forested wetl ands and contain bal samfir, henl ock
and white pine to create a unique stand of tree

speci es worthy of protecting.
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The remaining portion of the tract is
conpri sed of m xed hardwoods and pol e-si ze ti nber.
The property is easily accessible from Loop Road
and i nproves access to the western boundary of
existing State Ganme Land No. 301.

Option No. 50036, a private hunting
club has voluntarily declared a restriction that if
the club ever ceases to exist, the property owned
by the club, consisting of alnost 1,000 acres, wll
be given to the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania solely
for the use of the Pennsylvania Ganme Conmmi ssi on.
This action does not take effect unless and unti
the club dissol ves.

There is no current interest being
transferred to the Conmission, so the club has
asked not to have their nane or exact |ocation of
the tract publicized. However, gifts are revokable
in Pennsylvania until accepted and the club has
requested the Conmission to publicly accept the
Decl aration of Restrictions, which is on file in
the county where the club is | ocated.

This would effectively make the gift
of the future interest irrevocable by future club
menbers and ensure that the property would conme to

the Commonweal th upon di ssolution of the club
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The Executive Director and staff
recomrends the donations |isted above be accepted
and that the Commi ssion authorize the Bureau of
WIldlife Habit Managenent to proceed with the
acquisition of these tracts.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad.
| hear a nmotion to accept these donations?

MR. SCHREFFLER: So noved

THE PRESI DENT: Second?

MR. HILL: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Conmi ssi oner
Hill. Any discussion about the donations?

Anyt hing from M. Capouillez?

MR, CAPQUI LLEZ: | just wish | could
tell you exactly who that club was and comend t hem
for having taken that issue forward.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, it's a generous
gesture. Wth no further discussion, all those in
favor of the proposal, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Al those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR, DELANEY: Unani nous vote, Madane

Pr esi dent .
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we are
over to page 61, Land Exchanges.

MR. BECHTEL: Yes, there are two | and
exchanges on the agenda. First, Option No. 50020,
Cl ear Lake Ti nber Conpany was previously the high
bi dder on the Conmission's tinber sale called Never
Endi ng, No. 108-05-2, in the anobunt of $158, 624.

Cl ear Lake Tinber Conpany is also the
owner of a tract of |and conprised of 120 acres in
Burrell Township, Indiana County, adjoining State
Ganme Land No. 276, which the Commission is
interested in acquiring.

The Commi ssion and C ear Lake Ti nber
Conpany have agreed to the value of $150,000 for
the parcel. ear Lake Tinber Conpany has offered
to transfer the 120 acres in Burrell Townshi p,

I ndi ana County, shown on Exhibit RED 5 on page 61
of your agenda. The val ue of $150, 000 would then
be credited against the blocks to be cut on the
tinmber sale |isted above until the value has been
exhaust ed.

The exchange will provide additiona
hunti ng acreage contiguous to State Game Land No.
276. The wooded tract will provide additiona

habitat to an existing popul ati on of Eastern
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Wodrats, which are listed as a threatened nmanmal
in Pennsylvania. The tract contains nostly black
cherry, tulip poplar, red maple and bl ack birch,
wi th approximately 100 acres of pol e-size tinber,
with the remai ning acreage in saw tinber

There are three acres of wetlands
associated with the riparian corridor along Tom s
Run, which is a small, high-quality stream The
tract will provide access to a presently
i naccessi bl e portion of existing State Game Land
No. 276 that is south of Tom s Run from Chest nut
Ri dge Road.

The staff has reviewed this proposa
and has determined it to be of equal or greater
val ue for the benefit of wldlife.

In addition, there is an Option No.
50023 on the agenda. Dom nion Transm ssion, |nc.
has agreed to a | and exchange invol vi ng an easenent
for a new 24-inch pipeline with 12.70 acres of
permanent right of way and 6.35 acres of tenporary
construction right of way, totaling 19.05 acres of
i npact on State Gane Land No. 215, situated in Lack
Townshi p, Juniata County, as shown on Exhibit RED 6
on page 62 of your agenda and 2.44 acres of right

of way and 1.22 of temporary construction right of
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way, totaling 3.66 acres of inmpact on State Gane
Land No. 113 in Aiver Township, Mfflin County, as
shown on Exhibit RED 7 on page 63 of your agenda.

In Iieu of paying the annual rental
fee associated with a right-of-way |icense and the
ti mber damages fromthe pipeline project, Dom nion
Transm ssion Corporation has agreed to provide
$475, 000 towards the acquisition of 1,000 nore-or-
| ess acre tract of land | ocated in Fermanagh
Townshi p, Juniata County, State Gane Land No. 177
as shown on Exhi bit RED 8 on page 64 of your agenda
or such other lands as nay be acceptable to the
Conmi ssi on.

The remai nder the purchase price wll
be paid by a conbi nation of funding sources,
including the Gane Fund, to the extent of available
and budgeted funds. This tract will close out a
large indenture into existing State Gane Land No.
107. The property is entirely wooded with m xed
nort hern hardwoods and contains a perennial stream
supporting brook trout.

The staff has reviewed this proposa
and has determined it to be of equal or greater
value for the benefit of wildlife. The Executive

Director and staff recomend that the | and
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exchanges |isted above be approved and the
Conmi ssi on aut horizes the Bureau of WIldlife Habit
Managenent to proceed with these exchanges.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. In
our agenda, the exhibits are on page 63, 64, 65,
and 66. Do | hear a notion to accept these |and
exchanges?

MR, SCHLEIDEN. So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Moved by Comm ssi oner
Schl eiden. Do | hear a second?

MR. | SABELLA: Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Commi ssioner
| sabella. Any discussion about the | and exchanges,
any questions?

MR, SCHLEIDEN: | have one conment.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR SCHLEIDEN. If | ever nmet Bil
Capouill ez on the other side and | would try to do
a land deal with him | think I'd run and hide.
You fol ks do an outstanding job in maxim zing the
effort and | know you have a heck of a team behind
you, but your |eadership is well-appreciated as
wel | .

MR, CAPQUI LLEZ: Thank you, sir.
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THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her di scussion?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
these | and exchanges, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)

MR, DELANEY: The vote is unani nous,
Madame President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Del aney. The next itemis on page 67,
Gl, Gas and M neral s.

MR. BECHTEL: An underground m ni ng
coal lease for State Gane Land No. 245 in
Washi ngton County is proposed. Consol Pennsylvani a
Coal Conpany, LLC, has requested to | ease and
remove by underground mning methods an estimated
9, 060 tons of coal from one-acre block of the
Pittsburgh coal seamlocated in Mrris Township,
Washi ngt on County, southwest region, as shown on
Exhi bit OGW 1 on page 68 of your agenda.

In exchange for the five-year |ease
fromthe Commi ssion, Consol Pennsylvania Coa

Conmpany, LLC, will pay the Comri ssion a one-tine
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[ ump sum paynent of $120,000 into an interest-
bearing account to be used for the future purchase
of lands acceptable to the Conm ssion.

The project will be regulated by the
Commonweal th' s coal m ning regul ations and the
Commi ssion's standard | ease agreenment. There will
be no surface use of the | ease area associated with
this proposed m ning.

The staff has reviewed this proposa
and has determined that the total value of the coal
royalty is greater than or equal to the accunul ated
val ue for the | ease.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrend that the proposed | ease be approved and
the Commi ssion authorize the Bureau of Wldlife
Habi t at Managenent to proceed with the | easing
arrangenents as |isted above.

M5. PALONE: Thank you, Brad. Do
hear a nobtion to accept this proposal ?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl eiden. |Is there a second?

MR. | SABELLA:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Second, Commi ssioner

Isabella. |s there any discussion of the proposal ?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

100

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the proposal, signify by saying aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed,
signi fy by saying no.

(No response.)

MR, DELANEY: Madane President, the
noti on passes unani nously.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Now we'l |
nove on to Item B on page 69.

MR. BECHTEL: An oil and gas |ease
offering for State Game Land No. 239 in Bradford
County is on the agenda. The Conmi ssion offered
its oil and gas ownership under State Gane Land No.
239 for lease. Tract 239 A-08, containing 670.96
acres, was exposed for conpetitive royalty bid in
January 2008 with a bonus paynent of $125 per acre
and a fixed yearly rental rate of $20 per acre.

Additionally, the | ease offer provides
the Conmm ssion a one-tinme paynent of $10,000 for
each deep well drilled within the | ease prem ses
and a one-time paynent of $5,000 for each shal | ow
well drilled within the | ease prenises. The |ease

area exposed for conpetitive royalty bid is as
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shown on the attached Exhibit OGW 2 down on page 70
of your agenda.

G |1 /gas devel opnent will be regul ated
by the Conmmonwealth's O 1 and Gas Regul ati ons and
the Conmm ssion's standard oil/gas | ease agreenent
and $25, 000 perfornmance bond. The |ease will
i ncl ude the Commi ssion's standard wildlife and
envi ronnental protection neasures and further
limts the subsequent well devel opment to a tota
of two well-drilling |ocations unless additiona
witten approval is obtained fromthe Conm ssion.

The results of the royalty bid
expressed in a percentage rate of the market val ue
of each MCF of gas and the highest bidder are
i ndicated in General ItemB, which | believe was
j ust handed out to us.

THE PRESI DENT: You can read that
al so, Brad.

MR BECHTEL: It states, As indicated
in the Agenda Item B, bids for this tract were
opened on January 24, 2008, with EOG Resources,
Inc., of Canonsburg, Pennsylvania submtting the
hi ghest royalty rate bid of 28.92 percent of the
mar ket val ue of each MCF of gas produced fromthe

subj ect | ease
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The Executive Director and staff
recomrends that an oil and gas devel opnment | ease be
awar ded to EOCG Resources, |Inc. of Canonsburg,
Pennsyl vani a i n accordance with Comi ssion policy
and | ease award procedure.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do
hear a notion to accept this proposal ?

MR, SCHLEIDEN. So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
Schl eiden. 1Is there a second?

MR. | SABELLA: Second.

THE PRESI DENT:  Conmi ssi oner
Isabella. |s there any discussion about this oi
and gas | ease?

MR, SCHLEI DEN: One comment.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner
Schl ei den.

MR, SCHLEIDEN: | believe it's the
House Legi sl ative Finance Budget Conmittee that's
going to be doing a study on our mning and tinber
operation and see how we are doing. | hope they
have a chance to see this one, Bill; excellent
job. Again, appreciate the work that you and your
staff and the people in the region.

MR. CAPQUI LLEZ: The thing to note not
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only about this particular itemas well as the one
before that and the one you are going to read is
this is done because of people understanding the
i ndustry that work with the Conmi ssion and
understanding the tinmeliness; in particular, this
tract, although it didn't seemlike a |ot of
acreage, has already had private | eases all around
it, so the conmpany is already comritted to devel op
t hat area.

That's why we were able to constitute
a range of 21 percent to 28.9 percent in the bid.
The average is 12-and-a-half percent. W' ve
doubl ed, by way of our action and tineliness and
under standi ng the industry, we've doubled what the
royalty rate is out there.

MR. SCHLEI DEN:. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her di scussion
about the proposal ?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those in favor of
the proposal, signify by say aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: Al those opposed, say
no.

(No response.)
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MR. DELANEY: The notion passes
unani mousl y.

THE PRESIDENT: I|tem C on page 72.

MR, BECHTEL: The next itemis an oi
and gas | ease offering on State Gane Land No. 75,
Lycom ng County.

The Commi ssion offered its oil and gas
ownershi p under a portion of State Gane Land No. 75
for lease. Tract 075A-08, containing 1,748.2
acres, was exposed for conpetitive royalty bid in
January 2008 with a bonus paynment of $125 per acre
and a fixed yearly rental rate of $20 per acre.

Additionally, the |l ease offer provides
the Conmi ssion a one-tinme paynent of $10,000 for
each deep well drilled within the | ease prem ses
and a one-time paynment of $5,000 for each shall ow
well drilled within the | ease prenises. The |ease
area exposed for conpetitive royalty bid is shown
on the attached Exhibit OGW 3 on page 73 of your
agenda.

O |/ gas devel opnent will be regul ated
by the Commonwealth's O and Gas Regul ati ons and
the Comm ssion's standard oil/gas | ease agreenent
and $25, 000 performance bond. The |lease wll

i ncl ude the Comni ssion's standard wildlife and
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environmental protection neasures and further
[imts the subsequent well devel opnent to a tota
of five well-drilling locations unless additiona
witten approval is obtained fromthe Comn ssion.

The results of the royalty bid
expressed in a percentage rate of the market val ue
of each MCF of gas and the hi ghest bidder are
indicated in General Item C -- which was handed out
to us today -- and states, As indicated in the
Agenda Item C, bids for this tract were opened on
January 23, 2008, with Range Resources- Appal achi a,
LLC, of Hartville, Ohio submitting the highest
royalty rate bid of 28.25 of the market val ue of
each MCF of gas produced fromthe subject |ease.

The Executive Director and staff
recomrends that an oil and gas devel opnent | ease be
awar ded to Range Resources- Appal achia, LLC of
Hartville, Ohio in accordance with Conm ssion
policy and | ease-award procedure.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Brad. Do
hear a notion to accept this proposal ?

MR. SCHLEIDEN: So noved.

COW SSI ONER BOOP:  So noved.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssi oner Schl ei den

and seconded by Conmi ssioner Boop. |s there any
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di scussi on of this proposal ?

MR, H LL: Madane President.

THE PRESI DENT: Conmi ssioner Hill

MR. H LL: This nust be another one
where they can offset thensel ves?

MR, CAPQUI LLEZ: Exactly. It's a
timng issue; location, location, |ocation and
tim ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her di scussion?
If not, all those in favor of the proposal, signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Signified aye.)

THE PRESI DENT: All those opposed,
signi fy by saying no.

(No response.)

MR. DELANEY: Madane President, the
vote i s unani nmous.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you. Thank you,
M. Capouillez, and your staff for all their work.

At this tinme in the nmeeting, we wll
entertai n new busi ness. Does anyone have any new
busi ness?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: W just want to

announce that immediately follow ng our meeting, we
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wi Il have a press conference in here and those
peopl e who need to visit and talk, we would ask
themto go out into the [obby. You re welcone to
stay for the press conference, but you won't be
permtted to speak, but you are nore than wel cone
to listen to the questions and the answers. Do |
hear a notion for adjournment of the neeting?

MR, | SABELLA: Motion.

THE PRESI DENT: Conm ssi oner
| sabella. Second?

COWM SSI ONER BOOP:  Second.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Boop. This neeting is adjourned.

(The hearing was concluded at 11:18 a.m)
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| hereby certify that the proceedi ngs and

evi dence in the above hearing are contained fully

and accurately in the notes taken by ne; and that

this transcript

is a correct copy of the sane.

Mel i ssa Flinn
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