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Seasons & Fees
Each season is independent and exclusive from the others with a unique applicant pool, 
drawing and bonus point system. For example, if an individual applies for the archery season, 
their name is entered into the pool for the archery season only and not the general or late 
seasons. You can apply for 1 ($11.97), 2 ($23.94) or all 3 seasons ($35.91) but only be drawn for 
1 license per year. For example, if you draw an archery license you are automatically removed 
from the remaining drawings.

Bonus Points
You gain one bonus point for each year that you apply and are not drawn. Accumulated points 
then act as a multiplier entering your name into the pool for as many points as you have 
and increasing your chances of drawing. Like the application pools bonus points are season 
specific and do not transfer to other seasons. Bonus point are only removed if you draw a 
license but are only used if you apply in the current license year. 

License Options & Hunt Zones 
Elk licenses are annually allocated to specific elk hunt zones. There are currently 14 hunt zones 
with zone 1 being open to anyone with a valid license and zone 7 being closed. When you 
apply you can select, bull only, cow only or either-sex along with a specific hunt zone for a 
maximum of 5 choices.

How to Apply
If you are interested hunting elk in Pennsylvania you can apply at any license vendor or online. 
See the QR codes below for helpful links and additional information. Applicants can change 
zone and gender selection at huntfish.pa.gov any time prior to the drawing.

History of Elk Hunting in Pennsylvania:
In the centuries leading up to the 1800’s elk 
inhabited nearly all of Pennsylvania. Through 
the 1800’s unregulated hunting led to 
extirpation near the end of the 19th century. 
Elk were reintroduced to Pennsylvania 
between 1913 and 1926, with a total of 177 
elk released by the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission. During the early reintroduction 
a bull only hunting season took place from 
1923—1931. The population began to decline 
due to a lack of habitat and the hunting 
season was closed in 1932.

In 2001 the Pennsylvania Game Commission 
reopened elk hunting with licenses being 
issued via lottery. An annual elk hunting 
season continues to this day and in 2019 an 
early archery only as well as a late season 
were added offering hunters a combined 
total of 26 days to pursue elk.

Today, Pennsylvania’s elk population is 
estimated to be between 1300-1400 animals 
and inhabits portions of Elk, Cameron, 
Clinton, Centre, Clearfield and Potter 
counties. The animals are descendants of elk 
released in the early 1900’s. Find out more 
online at https://www.pgc.pa.gov/
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ELK HUNTINGELK HUNTING
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MISSION:  
To manage and protect wildlife  

and their habitats while promoting  
hunting and trapping for current  

and future generations.

ARCHERY SEASON: SEPT. 16 - 30, 2023*
GENERAL SEASON: OCT. 30 - NOV. 4, 2023*

LATE SEASON: DEC. 30 - JAN. 6 2024*

Archery*
Sept. 16-30

General* 
Oct. 30-Nov. 4

$11.97 Application fee

Exclusive Drawing

$35.91 to apply for all seasons, but individuals
can only be drawn for 1 tag/season per year.

Bonus points are season specific and reset to 0, if drawn for a a specific season.
Points for alternate seasons remain.

1 Bonus Point/Year

$11.97 Application fee

Exclusive Drawing

1 Bonus Point/Year

$11.97 Application fee

Exclusive Drawing

1 Bonus Point/Year

Late*
Dec. 30-Jan. 6

1-833-PGC-WILD
(1-833-742-9453)

HEADQUARTERS 
2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797

*Proposed seasons. Official dates to be set at April 
Board of Commissioners meeting.

*Proposed seasons. Official dates to be set at April Board of Commissioners meeting.

Application Period: February 1 through July 16, 2023. Drawing: July 29, 2023



PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION ELK MANAGEMENT AREA

Scan for a more 
detailed map in 
booklet format.

Scan to view the PA 
hunter digest (page 59) 
for legal descriptions of 
the elk hunt zones.


