
American Bittern 
Ecosystems and Food Webs

This lesson was adapted with permission from the San Antonia River Authority’s “Food Webs of the San Antonio River” program.
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What do you need to stay healthy and 
survive?

Discussion



Wetlands Have Declined
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Public Lands



“The Muck” State Game Lands 313



Important Bird Area (IBA)
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Freshwater Marsh Ecosystem



The flow of energy when one organism eats another organism 

Photo/Illustration credits: Duckweed: Mandy Marconi; Photosynthesis : At09kg, Wattcle, NefronusAt09kg: originalWattcle: vector graphicsNefronus: redoing the vector graphics, CC BY-SA 4.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 
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What is a Food Chain?
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What is a Food Web?

The interlocking network of food chains

Photo/Illustration credits: Duckweed: Mandy Marconi; Bullfrog Tadpole: Dave Huth from Allegany County, NY, USA, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons; Redfin Pickerel: 
Ted Walke; American Bittern: Jacob Dingel; Cattails: Mandy Marconi
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What is a Food Web?



Photo/Illustration credits: Algae: Mandy Marconi
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Wetland Threats
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What Can You Do to Protect Wetlands?



The End 
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